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ER. 85 * be „ ſaid Pas 
fore acheth ,.. whether he Dedicateth binſelf to 
the Lord Felks, to. Serve Him in abe Work of the 
Miniſtry? To which he. publickly: declares hit Gon- 
ſem, us «int be Feat of G aun the.-whole 
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F. . is to he. ſet Apar oh 14s), alata % be 
4 Paftar ef 4 panicular Church, be Call from 
the People is mentioned and. "the Foreſaid Mini- 
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Feſau appointed 10 be Ane by\: People to their 


Paſtor: To tboſe, an 


thaw in ab. Name of the 8 
reſt expreſſeth their C 


Tben turni nur 0 7 70. 7 Ordained;. he 5 
demandetb if be ascepteth F thi: Call from 
tbat People, an promiſeth to diſcharge the Offs 
of 18) Paſtor. 4. unden o(pecial | Relation to that 
particular Cburch, although be in to be. Ordaived 
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To which: be declareth. his Conſent. OE | 
Satisfaction being given at to each of theſe dk. 
ters, all the Presbyters. preſent. come Together, 
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3 2 Praiſing Gad for Iynſtituting this e, 
Qualifying Men. for it from Age to Age, an 
* it Succeſsful to the Saluation of many: 
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as we allow to be Preachers among us. 
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ee, That meer Prechyters are to Lay 
with the Biſbop in Ordination. They 
would be thought to tread exattly in the ſteps of 
eir Predeceſſors, whereas, till the Time ef 
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ians,” and ſealed by 4 Baptiſm which is not 4 
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«Were not many of the Cunformiſt Miniſters 
ſhops ? + Thoſe Miniſters arg not Viſible Chriff 


_ than we fat not be Laymen, 


Ton, «Lariat Reader. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


T is a ſpecial, and weighty Matter, we are up- 
on at this Time, viz. (after proper Trials 
and Approbation,) the Veſting one in the 
great and ſacred Office of the Miniſtry. Now, 
as Things, ſo Perſons, are ſeparattd and ſanctiſied 
the Word of God and Prayer, 


the Lord, and faſted; Barnabas and Saul were 2. 
ſet a-part for the Work whereunto they were 
called. - Prayer hath been made, and will be further 


put up unto God, for his Guidance, and Bleſſing. 


The Part aſſigned to me, is to offer ſomewhat from 


the Word of God, on this Occaſion : And you may 


. 


el to look, for this Purpoſe, to. the fe ollowing 
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HES. INV. d, xü, xi. 


Ver. xi. eAnd he gave ſome, eApoſiles : and 
ſome, Prophets : and ſome, Evangeliſts : 


_ "and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers, 
v. xii. For the perfe&ting of the Saints, for 
the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the Body of Chriſ ' 
Y. xiii. Till we all come in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto @ perfect Man, unto the 
meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of 


Chrift 
wW Defign of the Goſpel- Miniftry: By whom 
it was appointed, and for what ends, and 
how long it is to continue in the World. Particu- 
lars not improper for our Confideration, when any 
one is to be admitted to this Holy Function ; that it 
may be ſeen on what Ground it ſtands, how neceſſa- 
ry and important it's Buſineſs is, and what Obligation 
lies on thoſe already Veſted in it, to propagate, and 
convey down the ſame, as Occafion requires, in the 
The Words, as they ſtand here, are brought in, on 
the Apoſtle's perſwading the Chriſtian Epheſians to 
Peace, and Unity; he preſſeth it, by the many uni- 
ting Bands, and Ties, which they were under. There 
is one Body, and one Spirit (ſaith he) even as ye are . 
called in one Hype of your Calling; one Lord, one Faith, | 
one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above 
Ver. 4, 5, all, and thro' all, and in you all, And tho' there be 
6. Drwverſities of Gifts, and Offices, in the Church, yet 
theſe too are all from one and the ſame Chrift, and Spi. 
rit, and for one great End, the edifying the Body, of 
Chrift, till it come to its perfett State, When be 
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E have, in theſe Words, the Original, and 
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g n 
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aſcended up on high (faith he) he led Captivity Captroe, 
and gave Gifts unto Men. And here, in the Text, he 1 


Ver. 8. 
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ſpecifies what thoſe Giſts were (the interyening oth 
and roth Verſes being in Parentheſis) Aud be geve ſome 
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Apolles * and ſome, Prophetr: and ſumes Evangeliſts * 


and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers, &. ts 
It is not this relative Conſideration of the Wor 
which at preſent we have todo with; but we ſhall look 
on them as they are in themſelves, where the Parti- 
culars before hinted, may be proper for our Notice; 


| * x. The great Anthor of the Goſpel Miniſtry, The 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt: He gave. © _ 
2. The ſeveral Officers appointed by him, in his 


Church: Some, Apoſtles: ſome, Prophets: ſome, E- 


DP vangel:fts * and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers. £73 58 
3. The Buſineſs and Purpoſe of theſe : For the per- 
 fefting of the Saints, far the work of the Miniftry, 

for the edifying of the Body of Chrift, And, 
4. The Extent and Duration, how long theſe, or 
_ ſome of them, at leaſt, ſhould be continued: 
Till al come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
Knowledge of the Sen of God, unto a 2. Man, 
mo the meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
| A !. ͤ +277 - ; 3 
A large inſiſting on each of theſe would take too 
much of the Time. I ſhall therefore but briefly con- 
ſider them, under the Proſecution of this Doctrine of 


The Goſpele Miniſtry is of Banding, Divine Abos. 


By, the Goſpel-Miniftry, I mean, that ſpiritual Of- 
ice, and Work, to which ſome are ſpecially called, 
for bringing Diſciples unto Chriſt z ſetting them in 

hurches; and being ſo ſet, feeding, and rulingy and 

arching over them, in the Lord. - 

When I ſay, this 5s of ftanding, Divine Appointe 
nent ; my meaning is, That God by Chriſt immedi- 

tely, or mediately, hath inſtituted, and ſet up this ſa- 
red Function, and the ſeveral Officers in it; or 
ome of them, at leaſt, not for one, or a few. 72 
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this Truth is oppoſed. Atheiſts, and Deiſta, decry 
it, as nothing but Prieſt- Craft; à Politic . of 


ſome Perſons to draw Reſpects, and outward Advan- 
tages to themſelves; or, at the beſt, but an human 


| Invention, for better keeping the World in order, 


and ſubſcrving the Security, -and Intereſts, of States 
and Kingdoms. „„ 3 Hh, 
Socinians, and Seekers, and many Enthuſiaſts, 


\ tho! in the Perſons of the Apoſtles, and thoſe firſt 
extraordinary Miniſters, (and perhaps alſo, of ſuch as 
were immediately placed by them in the Church 


nd who were indued with extraordinary Gifts, an 


Power of working Miracles, for atteſting their Call 
and Miſſion) They may own there was a true 
Office and Miniſtry, of Divine appointing; yet 
this, they ſay, was limited to holy 
Times only, and ceaſed with them; or, as others, has 
by a general Apoſtacy of Miniſters and People heen 


e Perſons, and 


loſt, and is not to be reſtored, hut by ſuch extraor- 
dinary Ways, and Gifts, as were at the firſt ſetting 
it up; for which they pretend to expect ſome emi- 
nent appearing of Chrift, and pouring out a- freſb of his 
Spirit, to reſtore all as at the beginning. All theſe 
Sorts deny the very Office and Function of the Mini- 
ſtry now, as any ſpecial, diſtin, and ſacred Calling; 
and all folemn ſetting a- part of Perſons hereunto, as 
of any Divine Right or Appointment. 
Others alſo there are, who, tho' they pretend to 
acknowledge the Office ; yet, by making it no ſuch 


=ppropriate Thing, but what any, who take them- | 


ſelves to be gifted, may exerciſe, -without ſpecial 
Call and Separation thereunto, do in Effe& deſtroy 
it likewiſe. ©! © OBOE: 

In Oppoſition to all theſe, this Truth is meant: 
The Goſpel- Miniftry is of ſtanding, Divine Appoint- 
went; OILS 6375 1 5 . 
Iis an Office and Work, appointed by Chri# in his | 
Church, an "belonging only to ſuch as are qualified, | 
and called thereunto, according to the Rules of God's | 
Word; and to continue in al Ages of the World, | 
This is that which is to be made out, for which we | 
may conſider, 25 | | i ; LOG © bet 
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M bat Atteſtation it hath from other Scriptures. © 
4 I. As to the Text, theſe Things are here plain; 


1ſt. That there was a ſacred Miniftry, and a Work 
proper and peculiar to it, for which Gifts were be- 
owed, and Officers indued with thoſe Gifts appoint- 
ed and given. ,* PR OY S 
24, Thoſe Officers given, were not only the extra- 
ordinary and temporary Ones, which I take* to have 
been the Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts; but alſo, 
the ordinary Ones, Paftors and Teachers. „„ 
Adoſtles were the firft, and chief Miniſters of Chriſt, 


immediately choſen, and ſent by himſelf; with ſulleſt 


and beſt Furniture of Gifts, higheſt Authority, and 
Commiſſion, moſt extenſive Charge, and ſpecial in- 
fallible Guidance and Aſſiſtance. They were the 
Witneſſes of Chriſt's Doctrine and Reſurre&ion; the 
infallible Teachers of his Mind, and Will; the firſt 
Planters and Settlers of Churches, and univerſal. Ru- 
lers, and Governours of them; not limited or re- 
ſtrained to this, or that, but having the common Car 

of them all. Next to theſe, were _. ; 


My . . a N e | . F * * 25 1925 longer 


2 


| * Euſeblus gives notable Deſeriprion of ſuch Officers a 
eſe, in bis Eccleſ. Hiſt. Book 3. Cha 1 They were 


in an higher Rank than the reſt of the Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, who being (ſaith he) the Admirable and 
Divine Diſciples of io great Men, built up the 
3 e ; « wl 
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longer in the Church than the A Apolile's Tim 
bei p given, 975 e ) for 3 5 485 
nora Purpoſes of ſpr gthe Go ting Churches, 
and Jertling 3 their due 25 and Order, Ne 
n of Seripture was Cc r and 5 - 
* Work done, theſe determined alſo. | 
been the common 72 5 eed Sentiment of - 485. yi ws | 
ters, tho of late, for Purpoſes known, the tempora- 
rineſs of theſe (the Evan geliſtical Office eſpecially ) 
is denied by 8 oth be too much a Digreſſi- 
on, to examine here their Grounds, and needleſs as 
to the Argument in hand; their Notion, would it 
bo being an effectual Proof of the Doctrine of a 
anding Miaiſtry, by Divine Appointment. But 
however this be, tho thoſe Offices of Apoſtle, Pro- 
phet; and Evangeliſt, be ceaſed; yet was there 
ordinary Banding (ini bertel by the Apoliles, 
png es, and which is to <mtang: to the 
End * the rH Theſe are in the Text, 
Paftors and and Teachers. Who. are to ca rry on the 
Work begun, and to preſerve, and continue wbat the 
Apoſtles and Evangelilis had ſettled, calling, and con- 
Wing Sinners unto God, and where need is, . 
them into Church Societies, according to appointed 
Rales, and inſtructing and guiding them in Faith, 
and Worſhip, and watching over them in the Lord. 
Theſe are not Temporary Occaſions, and Purpoſes, a- 
greeing to one, Or a few Abt: a that bee 


„nich the Apoſiles had Wandel, 'prexching . 2 
4 ing the Seed of the Kingdom of Heaven, fir and wide, 
„ thro! the whole World; travelling far from. their own 
* Country, they pet tformed the Office of Exangeliſts, 
2 0 they 8 Chriit to ſuch as had not yet heard the 
r 60 8 d and publiſhed with great Zeal the 
i, Holy G 7 When they had laid the Foundation of 
| 4 Chriſtian tine in certain flrange Places, they or- 
e gained there other Fagors, and committed unto them 
© the Care of the New Plantation, themſelves paſſing o- 
“ ver unto other-Countreys and Nations, the Grace; and 
„ Power of God, -accompanying of them, and 
| D with them for, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, they WM 
| | i -wrought Miracles ; and whole Multitudes of People at 
i «.che/firſt heating of the Goſpel, imbraced 585 We l =" 
| * b _ #bat 85 Hiſtorian. : h . 
1 when 


| ling, which is a ſubordinate End, and relative unto 


when theſe Officers were ing given, or the next after 
i; but to all Ages, and therefore muſt ſome of thoſe 
. "os leaſt, be continued for them; which 
leads tothe oe 8 1 LD 

3d. Thing: The Buſineſs here affigned to theſe O. 
ficers under i Threefold Reſpect, viz. To the People, 
to yon Wer, and to the whole Church, ſtiled the Bo 
ay gr rift, * . 5 85 1 

1. To the People, or particular Saints, for perfect- res; vd 
ing them: Setting in Band, or in Jont, thoſe = ver reg rio 
were out of order, and diſlocated. A Metaphor from 44, rde 
the Operation of a Chyrurgeon, reducing a luxated 2717. 


Member, ſettling it. in its Place, and ſtrengthening it 


there. The Miniftry is for reſtoring, and ſetting right, 
what Sin has put out of Order, bringing Perſons in- 
to Union with Chrift, by Faith, and with one ano- 
ther by Love, and compacting them into one Body, 
or Society, that they may be ſtrengthened, and im- 
proved in Grace, and Holineſs : This is perfecting the 
e peek — ave in Of 
2. With reſpect to themſelves, who are in Office, 
and accordingly gifted, the end of their Sea of 
ce is, that they may labour diligently in their Cal 


* 
* 


he other Two, and therefore, perhaps, placed in 


1 the midſt between them, to ſhew, that it is not xaked 


ifts, or the Credit of the Office, merely, that will 


4 dring about thoſe Holy Parpoſes; but the diligent 
nd painful exerciſe and diſcharge of their Work a 


Duty, diſpenſing the Word, and Sacraments, prayi 


Vith. and for, the Flock, watching over them, and 


exerciſing Diſcipline among them, as occaſions there- 
pf occur, and the Good of the Church, and Members 
ff it requires. The Miniſtry is not a Buſineſs of car- 
al Eaſe, or of worldly Pleaſure; tis a Work, as here, 
n Reſpe& of its Author, Object, and End, — | 
worthy one; but, in regard of the Duties of it, and 


: Dppoſitions againſt it, and of the Natural and Moral 


eakneſſes, and Hrfirmities of thoſe into whoſe Hands 


Wis put, what needs and requires the utmoſt Dili- 
Were and hy 


Application. For, | . | 
3. It is not only for perſecking particular Saints 
as before) but for edifying the Body of Chrift, i. e. 

uilding up the Church, by bringing in new Mem- 
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bers into it, and ſtrengthening and improving th 
who are brought in, more and more, in Faith ar 
EO Ee e 
Now theſe, we ſee, are Ends not of an extraordi- 
ary and temporary; but of ordinary and a ftanding 
Nature. It is not for one, or a few Ages only, that there 
are Sinners to be converted, Saints to be perfected, 
and the Body of Chriſt to be edified; but in all Ages; 
and therefore ſo muſt the Gifts, and Offices, ſome, or 
one of them, at leaſt, be, that were appointed for 
theſe Ends. If it be Objeted, N 
Will not this, then, make Apoſtles, Prophets, and 
Evangeliſts, to be ordinary, and ftanding, as well as 
Paſtors and Teachers? e PT) 


2 Germon Preath'd at the 


Anſwer : No, this will not follow; for, tho the 
Ends are ordinary, and ſtanding ; yet may the Offi - 


cers appointed for them, be ſerving, ſome in one part 
and way, and ſome in another: Iwill ſuffice, if 


12 tas Loh 


between them all, thoſe ordinary and ſtanding Ends 
be provided for; and ſome, or one at leaſt of them, | 


be ſtill concurrent therewith. In thoſe Purpoſes of 
the Miniſtry, and Officers in it, there might be one 


reaſon for the Beginnings, and Foundations of Things, 


and others for carrying them on, and bringing them 


to Perfection. 


The firſt Work might need a ſpecial kind, and extra- 
ordinary Degree, of Gifts, and Power, which, when 
the Grounds were laid, and Rules, and Patterns given, 
might no more be wanting; and therefore, among | 
the Officers ſerving to the whole, it might well con- 
ſiſt, that ſome ſhould be extraordinary and tempo- 


rary, and ſome ordinary and ſtanding, 


Dr. Scot's As to the Argument of a celebrated Writer, from | 


Life, P 
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Chriſtian the acknowledg d Inſtitution of the Apoſtolic Office, | 

art and no Intimation of the 7 eee. thereof, os 
cb. 7 . mention in Scripture of taking it away: Ihe ; 
588—3 - © Anſwer lieth full in another of the ſame Communi- 
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4 with ſpecial Priviledges, as was needful, for the Pro- 


« pagation of Chriſtianity, and founding of Churches. 


Thus that very great and good Man. There was 
no need of any expreſs and formal Repeal of an Of- 
fice, that was but Perſonal and Temporary, and in 


its Nature and Deſign not communicable. to o- 


thers. On ſach a Foot-likewiſe did the Evangeliſts 1 Cor. 16, 
ſtand, who were the Apoſtle's Companions and Fel- 10. 
low-helpers, and worked the Work of the Lord as 
they did. But tho ſome Purpoſes of the Miniſt : 
and ſpecial Manner of acting therein, ſhew that thoſe 
Offices which reſpected them were extraordinary 
and temporary; yet others, whoſe Bufineſs is of or- 
dinary and ſtanding Nature, muſt have like ſtanding 
Intendment for it. And accordingly, 
4thly. Moſt direct, and expreſs to this Purpoſe, is 
the Extent and Duration of ſome, or one, at leaſt, of 
thoſe Offices, as here repreſented in the Text. : 

- Till we all come, in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
2 of the Son of God, unto. perfect Man, unto 
the meaſure 2 Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 

. There is-Chriſt Perſonal, and Myſtical; this latter 
is*Chriſt as Head, joined with his Church, which 
is call'd his Body, the fulnefs of him that filleth all in 
all. This Body of Chriſt hath its imperfect and weak 
and its more grown and ſtronger, and at laſt its jnoft 
perfect and mature State; now the Miniſtry was gi- 
ven, and muſt continue, for bringing it unto all this; 
for Calling in all the Ele&, and uniting them with 
Chriſt, and compacting them in one Body; and im- 
proving this Body, and every Member of it, to its 
full Growth and Stature, in Knowledge and Holi- 
nels. The Election lies far and wide; among Jews 
and Gentiles, and is of ſome in all Ages, not only the 
paſt and preſent, but thoſe alſo which, are to come; 
theſe muſt be all gathered, and brought into the 
Church. And becauſe; when gathered and made Mem- 
bers, there are in them, as yet, many Weakneſſes and 
Imperfections; defects of Knowledge, and ſometimes 


| Errors and Diviſions ; theſe muſt gradually be curin 


and doing away, till all come at laſt, in the Unity of 


| the Faith, and of the Knowledge, or Acknowledg- © 
ment, of the Son of God, 8 a perfect Man, m_ | 
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2 — — 


to Sermon Preachid at the 
| the meaſure of the Stature of tht fullteſs of Chriſt. 
Then will Chriſt in this Senfe be Ns kn all 
who were given to him by his Father, are thus uni- 
ted with him, and made Members of his Body; and 
this Body, and each Member of it, is come to its füll 
Stature and Strength, hath all that meaſure of Grace 
deſigned for, and proper to it, wrought in and be- 
ſtowed on it. The Miniſtry then, being to laſt till 
this, muſt laſt, to be ſure, while the World laſts, fer 
fo long will ſomewhat of this be doing ſtill; tos too 
much we fee yet undone, which is ſad enough, but 
more fad were it, if the only Means appointed for cat- 
rying it on, and perfecting of it, hath failed, or ſhall 
fail; but againſt this, we have here ſufficient Aſſu- 
. rance For, conlider we in tbdde. 
1 th Place, Whoſe Appointment all this is; who 
hath ſettled theſe Ends, and e e thefe Gifts and 


Offices for effect ing and accompliſhing of them, and 
exprelly ſignified that they ſhall continue till all be 
reached. This is Chriſt- He gave, and they are not | 
h only a ConſequentAnd Fruit, but a 2 Part of the 
Ver. 10. very end of his Aſcenſion : He Aſcended up, far above 
all Heavens, that he might fill all Things. And he 
gave ſome, Apoſtles : {ome Prophets, 8c. Theſe vari- 
ous kinds of Offices he beſtowed upon Men, for thoſe | 
Ends mentioned. And are not his Appointments ſuit- 
able and effectual? may they be nulled and vacated? | 
te.” ſhall they fall ſhort of their Intendment? If it be 
askt x8 ” | eee, | 
0. How giving Apoſtles, could be the end, or fruit | 
of Chriſt's Aſcenſion? Were they not given before? 
Anſw. 1. Tis true, the Twelve were called and | 
choſen by Chriſt at the beginning of his Miniſtry, | 
| but their Commiſſion then was more ſpecial, and re- 
Mat. 10. ſtrained; to go firft, and chiefly (at leaft  wnto the 


6. loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. And, om 
Chap. 15. 2. After Chriſt's Reſurre&ion, and before his Aſ- | 
24. cenſion, while he yet converſed with his Apoſtles on 


Acts 1. 3. Earth, and inſtructed them in the Things pertaining to 
. his Kingdom, he did inlarge their Commiſſion; to go . 
Mat. 28. and Difciple all Nations, baptizing them, &c. teaching 


2 0 MN 
194%: Te. hem to ſerve ol things that he dcn commanded. |þ 
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3. Some were called after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, 
as Matthias, into the Place of Judas; and Paul, the 
Ne of the Gentiles, was added to their Number. 
fn * Even as to thoſe who were called and commiſſi- 
aned before, yet now, after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, they 
had, as it were, a ſolemn Inſtalling, and open publig 4 
owning and confirming in their Office, and inlarged b-— 
+Commiſlion, and fitting, with greater Plenty of Gifts Y 
for the Diſcharge of it, in that eminent pouring forth 
of the Spirit upon them on the Day of Pentecoſt, _ 
when there appeared umo them cloven Tongues, as of Acts 2. 3, 
Fire, and ſat upon each of them, and they were all filled 4. 
with the Healy: Ghoſt. Here. was a more open, and 
eminent authorizing and ſending of them, than be- 
fore they had. If it be ask d further, 
Q. How is Chriſt ſaid to g er and Pa- 
Kors and Teachers ? Were not theſe called and ſent 
ont; by Mn ]?ĩ?i?L!;ð 
Anſw. There's a Twofold ſending, or giving by 
Chriſt, viz. Immediate > not of Men, nor by Man. As 
St. Paul ſpeaks, ſo were the Apoſtles given; and Me- Gal. 1. 1. 
diate, when, tho' their calling and ſending was by 
Men, yet it was grounded on Authority received 
from Chriſt. The Apoſtles had the infallible Gui: 
dance and Direction of the Spirit of Chriſt in what 
they did, and what they ſet up in the Church; and 
therefore is it all fitly aſcribed unto him, he gave 
them all, tho ſome one way, and ſome another. The 
ordinary and ftanding Officers, Paſtors and Teachers, 
are the Gift of Chriſt, and Fruits of his Aſcenſion, as 
well as the r and accordingly are to 
be received, and obeyed in and for the Lord, 1 
might add one Thing more 
6. Tis ſaid here, he gaus ſome in one kind, and 
ſome in another; by which we are to underſtand, not 
only the Difference and Diſtin&ion of thoſe, Officers 
_ themſelves, one ſort of them from another; 
but of every of them from the People. Al are not 
called to the Public Miniſtry, but ſome only. And 
thus we ſee the Truth deduced from the Text. There 
pA a > Miniftry of Divine Appointment in the 


6, "i. $6 


182 21 Sermon Preach'd at ibe 

3 II. See we what Confirmation. this hath from other 
Places of Hbly Scripture. | Ane. J 

. 1ſt. We find ſuch a Miniſtry prophe ſied of in the Ol! on 

Iſa. 66. Teftament. . I will alſo take of them for Prieſts, and for. | 

21. Levites, faith the Lord, I. e. of the Gentiles; for: of TY op! 

them he had before been ſpeaking, that there ſhould a 

bes great, and glorious Acdefficn of them unto the li 

urch. * e = Ke TY OED. ref {al Vai 

Should the Jews think, how. might- ſuch a Thing | 

be: by what Miniſtry: could they be brought in: b 

and, when brought, how ſhould they be taught and a 

_ inſtructed; Is not the Tribe of Levi with us, of whom 3 - 

C 

t 

0 

] 


the Prieſts and Teachers muſt be. Well, ſaith God, for 
that, I will alſo take of them, viz. of the Heathen Na-. 
tions themſelves, ſome from among them, for Priefts, ; 
and for Lepites. He ſpeaks by Alluſion to thoſe Offi 
cers rhe the Jews, but means Goſpel Miniſters, Pa- 


fort and Teachers, whoſe Calling is to inſtruct, and = 
edifie God's People in Holy Things, as the Prieſts FE 
- and Levites of old. I will take of them, i. e. ſome of 1 
them, not all; as here in the Text, ſome Paſtors and 


Teachers, viz. (ach as he ſhould qualifie, by Gifts and 
| Inelinat ion, making able, and faithful, theſe he would f 
4 take for Miniſters. Thus was a Goſpel Miniſtry pro- 
= pheſied of in the Old Teſtament. - And. 1 
2 4ly. We find this Prediftion fulfilled in the New Te- . 
fament. When Chriſt began his Miniſtry, he choſe 3 
Twelve, and then Seventy, and ſent them out topreach  K 
his Goſpel ; thoſe were diſtinguiſhed from the People; 3 
as the Labourers from the -Harveft, which they were 
ſent to gather in. But moſt full and plain is that re- 
newed, and inlarged Commiſſion, given by our Saviour 
after his Reſurrection, which he prefaceth with a. 
Declaration of the Plenitude of his own Power: A 
Mat. 28. Power both in Heaven and Earth (faith he) 5s given 
12,20. unto e: And then, grounds on it the Authority 
which he gives unto them: Go ye therefore, and Di 
Ciple all Nations, baptizang them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ;, —_ | 
them to obſerve all Thmgs whatſoever 7 have command 
ed you: and lo I am with you alway, even unto the end 
| of the World. The Work of making Diſciples, and 
of baptizing them, and teaching, and inftruinp - 
them in the Mind, and Will of Chriſt, we en a 


bone ff M. S. C 135 
of his © Appointment ; and that not in Common; but 
lodged in ſpecial Hands ; and this not for a ort Time 
only, but to the End of the World: Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the End of the World, Plainly im- 
plying; that the ſame Work muſt be going on ſtill, 
as long as Time laſts ; and ſome there muſt be, with 
like Power, and Charge, ſacceeding thoſe firft Mana- 
gers of it. For as Chriſt himſelf was ſent out by the 
Father, ſo did he fend his Apoſtles,” with Authorit7 
both to execute thoſe ſpiritual Offices themſelves, 
and to Call and Appoint others for the ſame: Ends. 
And here he light ifies that his Authority, and Bleſſing, 
Þ ſhould be with: them, to the full ' Extent of that his 
* #8 Commiſſion; with themſelves living, and exerciſing 
JF thoſe Holy Functions, and with choſe who ſhould do it 
Fee by the ſame Authority derived thro' their 
Hande“ = fn , 8 
do that duly called, and ordained Miniſters, now, 
and in all Times from the Apoſtles, ſtand, and have 
ſtood, on the ſame Divine Foundation, that they them · 
„ ſelves did, and their Miniſtrations, under the fame 
Warrant and Benediction. An obſervable Proof of 
f which, may be that of St. Paul, to the Elders of Ephe- . 5 
us. Take heed (faith he) unte your'ſelves, and to all the Acts 20. 
2 Flock, over mhich the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over- 28. 
© ſcers (or Biſhops) to feed the Church of God, which $719%5- 
he hath purthaſed with his own Blood. en. 
lis the Miniſterial Work that is here given in 
I Charge to theſe Elders; and that, purſuant to an 
Office which they held, and whereto that Work did 
belong. They were Biſhops, or ſpiritual Paftors, and. 
are required to do the Duty of ſuch, in taking the 0+ 
ver- ſight, and care of the Church, feeding and guid- 
ing, and watching over it, as a Shepherd doth his 
Flock. Whereby tis evident, they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the reſt; Elders and 9 Shepherd and Hoc? 
are diverſe, not the ſame. nd. the Hol Ghoſt is, 3 
ſaid to be the Author of this: He hath HF (or ſet) vers. 
ou Overſeers, The Office it ſelf was ſet up by his Gui- 
Lance, and theſe Elders gifted and inclined; for and 
co the Work, by him, and ſet a-part and veſted in the 
office - the Hands of the Apoſtles, or other Miniſters 
f the Church, not without the ſending and . 
e ſame Spirit. For ſo were ers Jer in Churc 10 
' „ 2 27 : 7 EF. no 


Acts 14. 


25. 
Tit. 1. 15. 


| Acts 20. 
25+ 


the like 7 
taken from them: for the Apoſtle here propoſeth his 
own Example to them for their Direction, and Ex- [} 


Occaſions of teaching and ruling them, as when Offi- 
_ cers were firſt ſet in them. There are ſtill riſing up, 
fſuch as need to be fed with the Milk of the Word, 


may be growing ſtill, till they come to Heaven, and 


Acts 20, 
29, 30. 


Departure, he leaves the Care and Qver-ſight of the ö 


not only, that it ſhould be taught and defended du- 
ws, ring their own Time; but that a Succeſſion ſhould be 


faithful Miniſters ſhould be preſerved, for the Church 


not by an inward Calling only, of Giſts and Inclinz= 
tion, Ability, and Willingneſs - thereto 3- but by Ex- 
ternal alſo. The Churches need, and deſire or wil- 
lingneſs, at leaſt, 'expreſs, or implied, giving the 
Occaſion, and Ground; and Perſons of Chief Ability 
in Office, trying, and judging of thoſe Gifts, and 
then Veſfling thoſe found meet, with the Authority 
and Power. Paul and Barnabas went about ordain- 
ing Elders, in every City: and for this Purpoſs was Ti- 
tos left in Crete, to ordain Elders in every City, as St. 

aul ae 4h 0 him: „01 8 * — ex- 
traor and temporary ers, but the ordinary, 
fixed and Randing Ones, who were to teach that Do? 
Arine, and Exerciſe, and continue that Rule, and 
Government, in and over the Church, which Chriſt 
by his Apoſtles had commanded. As for himſelf, 
the Apoſtle tells thoſe Epheſian Elders, he knew he 
ſoould ſee their face no more. And therefore on his 


Church, and the ſealing of it unto them, who were 
by the Holy Ghoſt called, and ſet there for that Pur- | 
poſe, and in that Care: ſurely this muſt be included, 


preſerved, of ſome in the fame Office, to exerciſe 
re and Rule, when they ſhould die, or be 


citation; now he cared for the Flock, not only while 
preſent, but that they might have Officers to feed, 
and rule them, when he Id leave them. And 
the like ſhould be their Care, that a Succeſſion of 


of Chrift, when themſelves ſhould be no more. Tho | 
Miniſters die, yet Churches continue, and the fame 


and the ftrongeſt are not above Ordinances, they | 1 


F 
W 2 


need to be put in remembrance of what they have if 

Learned. Wolves may enter in, not ſparing the Flock, 

and Meri ſpeaking pergerſe Things, to draw away Diſ- 

ciples after them, Thiele were not Caſes, and Dan- 
| - 3 POE: gers, 
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1 Tim, 4 


| ters, peculiar to that Time, and Flock only; but oc- 
X- Fc Inj and incident to all others alſo, more or 
il- less. For which doubtleſs, it was the Intention of the 
he I Holy Ghoſt, to make ſuitable Proviſion in ſetting 
ty If Elders, or Biſhops, in and over Churches; and there- 
nd fore of ſuch Extent was the 7 . Charge to 
ty thoſe Elders to be underſtood. Their Duty Was in 
n- reaſon to be meafured by the Powers of their Office, 
[i- and the Occaſions and Opportunities falling out for 
St. Exerciſe of it; and this of judging of Perſons Abili- 
* ties, and Qualifications for the ſame Function and 
9% Work, and declaring their meetneſs, where it is, 
o and upon need, and call thereto, veſting them in it, 
nd was among thoſe Powers; as may be ſeen from what 
riſt is recorded of the Presbytery's ordaining, Whether * 
elf, St. Paul, or any Apoſtle, joined in the Action, or they 4+ 
he (FF were all Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical Men, as ſome con- 
His ceit (which yet is not in the leaſt probable) howe- 
the ver that was, doing it under that Notion as a Pres- 
ere ti bytery, what can it ſhew leſs, than that ordaining is 
ur- not a matter Alien from, or without the Sphere of a 
led, Presbyters Office? To be ſure that Church muſt not 
du- be taken to account it fo, which allows Presby- 
d be ters to act in it. And fince they have ſuch a 
cile Power, the Apoſtle's Charge muſt in reaſon be taken 
r be to reach to it: Take heed unto your ſelves, and uo the 


Flock, be wanting in no Duty, perſonal or relative, 


that they be taken Care of, and fupplied both while 
vou are preſent with them, and when you ſhall be 
gone from them by Death, or otherwiſe. The Thi? 
which thou haft heard of me 
the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be 
to teach others alſo. The Apoſtle would not have a 
teaching, or preaching Miniſtry, end with himſelf, 
or his immediate Helpers; but, as he had committed 
che Word to them, ſo he would have them derive 
it to others, able, and fit, for teaching and ſpread- 
1 * * it: Ability and Fidelity too, Gifts and Grace, 
dit ſeems were not all the 1 bat authoritative 
Commifſion was to be added. Thoſe were neceſſary 
to make meet Recipients, but there muſt be commit 
ding the Word to them, by thoſe impowered to ſuch 
Furpoſe, to compleat the actual ſending, and Authori- 
ty. 


look to your own Carriage, and your Peoples wants, 


þ 5 
ſaid St. Paul to Timot 5. Tim. 2. 


2. 
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Ver. 14. ſtical, for the Body is not one Member, but many: 2 


* 


ty. Ang thus of this Scripture. Take one Place more, 


Body, and in reſpect of Diverſity of Parts, and Mem- 
bers, for ſeveral Uſes, is compared to the 'natural ⁵⁶ 


Ver, 12. Bady of Man. For as the Body is one, and hath many 
Members, and all the Members of that one Body, being 
many, are one 1 Jo alſo is Chrift, i. e. Chriſt My- 
were otherwiſe a confuſed Lump, not an N 
Body. So would it confound, and deſtroy the Na- 
ture of Chriſt's Body, the Church, to take away the 

Diſtinction of Parts, i. e. Officers, and other Mem- 

Ver. 18. bers in it. God bath ſet the Members (faith he) eve- 


ry one in the Body; as hath pleaſed him; he hath diſpo- | 


1 and placed each, as he ſaw. beſt for the. whole. 


The Eyes above to direct, and the Feet beneath to | 
Ver. 28, ſupport. And ſo (faith he) bath God ſer ſome in te 
. Church (ſonm as here in the Text, 55 all) FirB, * g 


viz. 1 Cor. 12. Tbe Church is there ſtiled Chrift's 


ls ** * VI WIT * LY 6 eats 9 * ” Nl a * a = 
6, Es : NY wwe 3 *£ ITE x * wx Lacks © Ws," "I. n 5 4282 ä * , 
J . * 4 A 4 Gn 4 + : be * 75 n 1 — R A r - BMA y = 
F 
9.7 | 
"y SA : f * TY F- % D . 
\ ö NC © fs 3 4 ES * 


Io ro. les; Secondarily, Prophets; Thirdly 7 . 
: et 


hath ſet, or placed them here, as he 


the Sun, and 


Stars in the material Firmament: they are his Ordi- | 


nance, for diſtinguiſhing and diverſifying Seaſons, 
and communicating . Light and Influences to the 


Rev. 1. Earth; fo are theſe Stars, as the Miniſters are called, 
26, 20. ſet inthe Firmament of God's Power, that is, his Church: 
Plal. 150, Here are Miniſters to be Luminaries. Te are the Lights 


Ilat. . Of the World, ſaid Chriſt to them, iz. ſpecially to 
a. 5. ſhine before Men, to the Glory of the Father. Are 
1 Cor. 12. 4 Apoſtles? are all Prophets? gre all Teachers? as 
© © it there follows. No, by no means, If the whole Bo- 


T4 


. 17. dy were an Eye, where were the Hearing? Were all 
1 | 2 in a Church, who would be the Learners? 


This would confound tbe Order and Relation of one 

to another, which God hath fixed. And the Mem- 
bers, as they have their reſpective Place and Functi- 
on, ſo have they their particular and peculiar Diſpo- 


ſitions and Frame; one is not fitted, or qualified, for 
the Uſes, and Purpoſes of another; their Nature and 
Structure are divers, as are their Offices and Ends. 
And fo is it in the Church of Chriſt, one is not fitted 


for the Buſineſs and W of another, the 


Gifts and Furniture are 
Station and Work. 


- 


80 


Way: x5 x 


ivers, as is the appointed 
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Ss long then as the Church is Chriſt's Body, there 
muſt be Diverſity of Parts, and Offices, in it; they 
who would deſtroy, or lay common t © Mig, 
deſtroy the Body of Chriſt, and make it (as I ſaid) 


dence, That a Miniſtry in the Church as a ſeparate 


called thereto, is of ſtanding Divine Appointment, 
It might be a ded hereto, + e „ 


with, and not a little inforceth, the Subſtance of this 
pn Inſtitution : for as natural Reaſon leads to a 


alſo to Societies, for acknowledging and honouring 
him, in the moſt public and ſolemn Manner that may 
be. Which Societies neceſſarily infer Order, and 
Diſtinction of Perſons and Offices: ſome to prelice, 
and lead in the Acts, and Exerciſes of Religion an 
Worſhip ; and the Body to concur, and join im 
them: ſome to inſtruf, and teach what concerns 
the great Object of Worſhip, and the nature of the 
Service and Duty, to be paid to him, with the Par- 
ticulars thereof, as far as can be underſtood; and to 
direct and preſs the Performance of ſuch Duties: 
and others, the Members of thoſe Societies, to learn 
and obey thoſe Inſtructions, as far as appears reaſon- 
able and fit; and to form their Lives and . Manners 
according to them; If in Arts, and Diſciplines of an 
inferiour Nature and Conſequence, there be Mafters 
and Teachers proper to them; for carrying them to 
the greateft Height, and Perfe&ion, in their Kind; 
and inſtructing or benefiting of others by them, 
ſtrange would it be, if Religion, the greateſt and moſt 
common concern of Mankind, ſhould want its pro- 
ſeeſſed, and eſtabliſhed Teachers and Guides; if that 
= which, in a ſort, is to influence and regulate Men, 
in all their particular Relations and Vocations, all 
the Buſineſſes and Affairs of their Lives, ſhould it ſelf 
de ſo looſe, that none ſhould be under ſpecial Obli- 
xi 5 — to the Study of it, and Attendance to it. 
| atters Spiritual and Divine, Men are not fo fit for, 
| and are much diverted from, dy other Cares and Con- 
cerns of an outward and „ ie Nature. Reaſonable 
| * ö 


a con aſed Lump. And thus of the Scripture Evi> 
and diſtin& Office, veſted in Perſons qualified and 


ur. The Light, and Law of Nature, wel grows | 


„ and to a Worſhip to be paid to him; ſo does it 
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it'is therefore, that a diſtin& Order of Perſons there 
be, whoſe: proper Work and Profeſſion lie in theſe 
Things ʒ and that ſome be ſeparated for Holy Purpo- 
ſes, and the Exerciſe and Performance of ſacred Of. 
fices and Functions. Whence in Fact we may find it 
. been ſo, in all Times and Places: * 

ave ever owned a God, and had their Seaſons, and 
Aſfemblies for religions Worſhip; fo have they had 
their Prieſts, to manage and officiate in them. Ea: 
ſie were it from their reſpe&ive Records and Monu- 
ments, to give ample Proof of: this. 80 that | who 
Would oppoſe a diſtinct Order of Men, ſeparated to 
the Study and Profeſſion of Holy Things, and exer- 
eiſe of ſacred: arp»; not only ſtand: againſt a poſt 

0a 


tive Inſtitution of God in his Word, as before was 


2 but againſt the romman Sentiment of Mankind 


this Matter; which, certainly, ill becomes thoſe, 
Who would be thought the ſtricteſt followers of Ra- 
ſon, and pretenders to natural, however little regard |! 
they have for revealed Religion, This may ſuffice |} 
for the Explication,' and Proof of the Truth aſſerted. 


o 


may be made from it by way of 
Vs ; Jͥͤĩ ĩ ary us 5 * 


| We may now conſider a little ſome Deductions that , 


- 


I. It cumfutes, and Reproves, the Enemies of the 


Goſpel- Miniſtry. 


Tis no human Politis Invention. _ 
Ii, no ſuper anuated' Appointment. 

Tis not a Buſineſs common unto all. 

1. *Tis "no human Politic Invention. The Miniftry 
does, indeed, befriend Magiſtracy, and juſtly Claim 
to be befriended by it; but it ſubſiſts not by any 
Compact therewith, or Laws of the State, as giving 


Being or Continuance thereunto, it hath its own 
Diſtinct and Divine Original, and 


| Foundation, viz. 
The Appointment of Chrift, who gave Gifts unto Men 


for this Work, and hath ſet in his Church: Paſtors and 


Teachers, "for the Guidance and Inſtruct ion of it. 
"Tis he that hath made the Miniſtiy to be what it is, 


mainly and primarily, the means of ſpiritual Bleſſings | 9 
and Benefits, but withal a good and great Bulwark of 
Civil Order and Goverment; as it teaches Civil Ma-. 


&#fracy to be from God, preſſeth Obedience to ie or FY 


and like Methods for carrying on, and" perfecting the 
f it. Cure. The Dangers of Parſons — are 
t „, not leſs now, than in Times paſt; as little need they 
ling. de, therefore, without like Securities. God's Houle - 
of mauſt have its Stewards and Governours; his Vine- 
Ma- Oe its Labotirers to dig, and to dreſs it. Chriſt's 
t for Flock muſt have its Shepherds; the Church, that is 
a wa - Yo com 
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Conſcience fake, and threatens Eternal Puniſhments 
to the wilful arid obſtinate Contemners; and Violaters 
of it; and owns, that in all Things pager for the 
Magiſtrates ' Cognizance, the Perſons of Miniftefs 


« i 


others. . e OKs 
In return for all which, as well as in juſt Acknow- 
ledpment of the Authority whereon the Miniſttey 
ſtands, it is the Intereſt and Duty of States, to add 
their Civil Sanction to ſuch a ſacred Function; and 
by meet Incouragenients and Supports, to promote 
and further the great and happy Ends of it. Tho' 
ſhould they fail in their Part, yet muſt the Miniſtry 
ſtand fil}, and thoſe in whoſe Hands it 4 lies 
to preſer ve and propagate it, ſee * they be not 
wanting in their Duty, to commit thoſe-Zvly Thing 
which themſelves have receiv'd and been intruſte 


alſo, For, 


any more than it is a mere human Politie Invention. 
The Reafons and Grounds of it abide ſtill, and there- 
fore ſa doth the Ordinance that is founded on them. 
It was not ſet up for Parpoſes agreeing to one Age, 
or People only; that for Inſtance, hen and among 
whom it firſt began; but to all Ages, and People 
ſince, and ſo on to the End of the World: - God will 
have a Church on Earth, while there fre People on 
the Earth; and to this Church, there muſt ſtil] be 
adding thoſe that ſhall be ſaved. The great and ordi- 
3 nary Means for which; as well as for guiding and ru- 
ling; teeding and defending, ee over, and 

. 


building up thoſe which are added, is the Miniſtry 


ruptions in Men need the ſame Remedies, and 
LMieans of Healing; like Deſects and Imperfections, 


themſelves, are no leſs ſubject unto, them than any 


with, to faithful Men, who Hall be able to teach others 


2. The Miniftry is not @ ſuperamitiated Inflitution ; 
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of the Word and Sacraments. Faith cometh by hear. Rom. 105 
ing, and mo by the Word of God. The fame Cor. 13. 


1 Thel. 5. and Eſteem of them far their Works. ſake, Jugpor ting 


12, 12. 
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compared to a City, mult haye its Watchmen. In a 
Word, as the Condition af the World is the ſame 
now, in Point of Sin and Corruption, as when the 
Miniſtry was firſt. ſet up for Converting, or leavin 
more inexcuſable the Unconverted; the Caſe, an 
Wants of Souls brought in, and of Churches formed the 


lame, as in thoſe firſt Days; if the Means and Helps, 


the Remedies and Proviliens made for ſuch Conditi- 
ons and Caſes, be not continued, how is it to be ac- - WM 
counted for ? Hath Chriſt given off his ſaying De- 
ſign? Is he changed, as to his Love and Purpoſes, 
and compaſſionate Concern for loſt Souls? Or, has 
2 otherwiſe provided for thoſe Neceſſities, and 
bringing about thoſe ſaving Ends? I know what ſome 
have dreamed, of a Seculum Siritſis Sancti, and how 
ſeveral Texts have been miſconſtrued, which ſpekk 
but in a comparative Senſe, of the Light and Know- 
. the Goſpel, ſo tranſcending that under 
the Law, that even ordinary and common Chriſtians 
in many Things would ſurpaſs the Teachers of the 
Times preceding; but, ſo to take ſuch Paſſages, as if } 
the uſe of Qrdinances, and of Miniſters, would at any 

Time in this World he ſuperſeded, and there ſhould 
be no need of any ſuch Order, and Office in the 
Church, is aþſurd, and contrary to many plain 
Scriptures, and tô the common Senſe, and Experi- 
ence of all ſaber underſtanding Chriſtians. Take the 
very Time, when the moſt plentiful Effuſion of the 
Spirit was, in its Gifts and.Graces, ſoon after the 
Aſcenſion of our Lord; when ſo many, and ſo extra- 
ordinary gifted Perſons were about in the Church, 
and thoſe Propheſies and Promiſes, of pouring out 
of the Spirit, had their eminent Accompliſhment: 


4 et, even in thoſe Days, and by the Dictate of —1 


ame Spirit, in the Apoſtles, was the ordinary an 
ſtanding Miniſtry inſtituted and ſet up; Commiſiion ll 
given for meet Perſons ta the Office, their Qualifi- WM 


cations deſcribed, Work appointed, and Rules laid 
down, as to the Exerciſe and Diſcharge af it; the 


| Duties alſo of the People injoyned, reſpecting the La- 


bourers in the Word and Doctrine. Such as Love 


and encouraging of them, receiving and. acknowledging 
ee ee ATR 45 Is Up 
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TJ fabmitting to their Teaching and Rule, and dhe 


1 = 
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If then, this Proviſion of a ſtanding Miniſtry, 
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2 
Led, and obeying the Word miniſtered by them; 


be 


the only ſuitable and ſufficient Means, appointed by 


Chriſt for bringing in his Ele, and accompliſhi 


the great and glorious Work of Men's Recovery and 
Salyation; #his failing, all: that muſt fail and ceaſe 
too; no more choſen ones to be. called, or ſaving 


Work to be done: but this being not ſo, the Num- 
ber of the Elect not accompliſhed, nor to be accom- 


ney till the Conſummation of all Things; the 
Miniſtry, which is the great Means of it, cannot be 


a ſuperannuated Appointment. Nor, 
"gy * it a Buſineſs : 


common unto all; that, in Effect, 


# 


would deſtroy it, as an Office, which ſpeaks ſame- 
what appropriate, and peculiar to him. whoſe Office 


it is; but here would 


nothing peculiar, were it 


the Buſineſs of every one, or (Which is the ſame) 
what any, or every one, may take up and exerciſe 
at Pleaſure. The Miniſtry requires ſpecial Gifts, 


He gave Giſts unto Men * the Work of the Mini 


to 5. 


hurch; giving various and differing Gifts, accord- 


2 to the differing Stations and/Imployments of the 
erel Members of ir. Some are Guides, and Teach! 


ers; 


" * F r 
e * 1 
c CES" 9 
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| uftry : Eph. 4. 
And ſpecial Call and Miſſion, no Man taketh this Ho- 8, 12. 
= 1rour to himſelf, but he that is called. How ſhall they Heb. 5.4, 
breach, except they be ſent? There are belonging 

thaſe in this Office, ſpecial Titles, expreſlive of Rom. 194 
ſomewhat of their ſpecial Work and Buſineſs; ſuch 5- 
as, Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, Teachers and Rulers, Watchmen and Shepherds, 
and many more. Can ſuch as theſe agree to all? If 
all are Ambaſſadors, who are thoſe to whom they are 
ſent? If all are Sewards and Watchmen, and the like, 
who are the Objects of their Care and Charge? What 
38 Confuſion and Diſorder muſt this Suppofal infer ? As 
in an Army, or State, might who would take on him 
to be General and command, or a Captain and 
lead; or to be a Ruler, and judge, giving forth Or- 
ers, and determining Cauſes; what Miſchief, and 
bDeſtruction would follow? And no other would be 
the Conſequence in this Caſe; but God is a God of 
Order, and hath ſpecially provided for it, in his 
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e Seimei Preach'd at the 


eri others to be guided, and taught. Some Shepherds ; 


others his Sherp and Hoc. And he requires the Exer- 
ciſe of their Gifts, and doing their proper Work, 
and [174019 qa one in an pry on. => 
that: th, muſt wait on propheſying; and he that 
| . on teaching; and all Things by. done decent- 
y, and in order. But now, making the Miniſtry 
common, takes away Diſtinctions, deſtroys thoſe ſpiri- 
gual Relations of one toward another; and ſo muſt 
needs obſtruct, and hinder Edification. It will wig 


a kind of zzy:&iz, or ill Habit, in the Body; or 


1 * . , there can t be a good and right Di- 
tribution o Nourifhitaent unto the Parts, and ſo 
they mult decay, and become unfit for their 79 
Motions and Operations, And thus of the firſt Uſe, 
This Confutes and Reproves the Enemies of the Go- 


— 


ſpel Miniſtry. 


II. It Evidences, and Cummends the Favour and 
Kindneſs of God to Men, in ſetting up among them” ſo 
neceſſary and beneficial an Inftitution, For, tho Rea- 
fon point to ſomewhat of like kind, yet much muſt 
neets be wanting, unleſs ſupplied by ſuch pofitive 


Divine Appointment as we find in the Seriptures, 


There we are informed of Gifts purchaſed, and be- 


ſtowed to this Parpoſe; the Qualifications of thoſe 


vrhd are to be put into the Miniſtry, what is their 
Work, and what the way of Calling them to, and 
veſting them in this ſacred Function; the Doctrines 
they are to teach, Duties they muſt perform, and 
Ordinances to be adminiſtred by them; all ſet down 


2 Tim, z. With ſuch particularity and cleirneſs, That the Man 


7 


of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto -all | 
25 a Works: Nos withokt hey — of Aſſi- 
{tance and Acceptance, to incourage and aſſure 
Perſons, in the undertaking and management of ſuch 
a Charge. How little of this could have been known, 


had not God himſelf declared it? Yea, or could have 


been, had not he authorized and ordained it? Who: 
but He, could tell us how he would be worſhipped 
and ſerved? What Perſons ſhould ſtand before him, 
and Miniſter to him? Shovld be from him ta us, to 
declare his Mind and Will; and from us to him, ro 


repreſent our Wants, and offer up our Prayers, and 
| Praiſes to him? To be on good, and ſure Groutids; 


m 


SIP Wem 
N 
: F * 


in ſuch Concerns as theſe, what Satisfaction muſt. j | 
— The greateſt Comlgrt and Happineſs of af 
onable Creature.on Earth, muſt liel allowed Cong; 
| merce and Intercourſe, with Heaven; and therefo 
to have the ways and mes of this, not for individual 
Perſons only, but for Communities of Men, eſtabli- 
ſhed and ſettled by Gad himſelf, muſt needs be ver 
| joyful and pleaſing. This we have primarily and 
eſpecially in and thro' Chriſt, who is the great Mini» 
ſter, and Agent, between God and Men, the Chis 
Shepherd of the Flock. Of him the Prieſt ander the 
Law were. Types, from him the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel derive. their Office, and Authority; in Ver- 


* 


tue of his Merit and Mediation, all their Services 


Miniſtrations have any Acceptance with God; 
and by the Operation of his Spirit it is, that they ax? 
of any efficacy to the good of Men. Chriſt was ap» 
pointed 4 Prieft far cer, that Men thro him may 
draw nigh to God. And other Miniſters from, and 
under him, and by his Authority and Help, inſtrumen- --- 
tally carry on the ſame great Ends, the Glory of God, | 
and Salvation of Souls. The Apoſtle mentions this, 
to the Honour of Divine Gaodnels: Al Things (faith 2 Cor. 5. 
he) ere of God (viz. in the new, ſpiritual Creation) 18. © 
who hath reconciled us to himſelf, by Jeſus Chriſ, and 
hath given to us the miniſtry of Reconciliation, viz. as 
the great Means for diſcovering, offering, and bring- | 
ing to effect this Reconciliation, Whence (faith Ver. 20. 
be) we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho God did be. 
. by us; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye re- 
conciled unto God, What ineſtimable Favour and 
Kindneſs is this! To have a Miniſtry {et up by God, 
for declaring, and purſuing the Thoughts and hats ri 
of his Love, to poor Sinners in all Ages! To the fame 
Ends Chriſt ſignifies, Al Power in Heaven, and in Acts 28. 
Earth, was given unto him. When in Conſeqdence 18. | 
thereof he gave to his Apoſtles that ample Commiſſi- 
on, Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptizing , 10 
them, &c. And lo I am with you alma, even unto the apes 9¹ 
end of the World, Amen, i. e. So it Hall be : I'll make 
3 e my Word, in being with you, for and in this 
Work while it is in your Hand; and with thoſe to 

| whom, from me, you commit it, and who, when you 

are gone, ſhall, by this my Commiſion, ſuceree Be 
ru | there - 
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therein, to the World's End: Such an Appointnient 
as this, evidences and proclaims the great-Fayour and 
Kindneſs of God to us, ſo as nothing can do it more. 
Wherefore another Deduction hence may be this: 


\ DR. | 1 | WH "TEE" 128 | | 
III. it exatts Praiſe, and the moſt grateful Ac- 
knowledgments unto God for ſuch a Bleſſing: That 

ſo high and holy a Being, would admit Commerce 
with | rebellious, apoſtate Man, was much; but that 
be would Honour that lapſed Nature, by his Son's aſ- 
ſuming it, that in him, there might be a fit Medium 
for that Commerce, this was unſpeakably more; and 
then, to take from among finful Men themſelves, ' 
ſome by and under Chriſt, to miniſter between God 
and them, this compleats the grateful wonder. 
HUK What it was for God to ſpeak to Man immediately, 
3 was experimented-preſently upon his Fall. When (tho 
; Mo * Voice was not with ſuch ronghneſs as might have 
| been expected, but ſoft and gentle rather, yet) our 
Gen. 3. 8, firſt Parents were afraid, and hid themſelves. Guilt 
9 raiſed Shame and Fear, and made that terrible, which 
otherwiſe would have been delightful. And ſo again, 
at the giving of the Law, tho the Matter was good 
and juſt, and holy, nothing but what originally had 
been written on the Heart, and Nature of Man; yea, 
and here introduced with a moſt ingaging Preface, I 
Exod. 20, am the Lord thy God, which brought > out of the Land 
1,2» of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage, thy God in 
a gracious Covenant, and who have lately given thee 
| | ſignal Proofs of my Power and Goodneſs : yet for all 
this, becauſe God ſpake himſelf, in a manner ſome- 
what ſuited to his Majeſty and Greatneſs, the People 
could not bear it; They removed, and ſtood afar off, 
and ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak thou with us, and we will 
hear, but let not God ſpeak with us, left we die. They 
intreated, that the Word ſhould not be ſpoken to them 
any more, Viz. in ſuch a way; and God granted thetx 
Requeſt, accommodating his Methods to their Infir- 
mity and Weakneſs. He would not deal with them 
immediately by himſelf, whoſe awful Voice and Pre- 
ſence might ſtrike Terror intò them; nor by Angels, 
ordinarily, whoſe purely ſpiritual Nature ſuits not 

. ſo well with Creatures in Fleſh-; but by his Son, 

1 72 15 18. God- Man, as Moſes told them. The Lord thy mn 
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ent Wl wil rale up unto thee a Prophet, out of the midſt of the, 
= | Spicer raya ˙ ire ror fry „„ 
Nie: en, "according 40 all that tho defiredft of the Lord thy 9 
Ke God in Horeb, in the Day of the Aſſembly, ſaying, Let 2 
N me not hear again the V vice — Lord m God, that I 4 
2 dis not. Prophets before Chriſt, but of his ſending z ; 
and in the fulneſs of Time, He himſelf the great Pro- 4 


phet, in our Nature; and then Apoſtles, and other 
ordinary ſtanding Miniſters; theſe- God, would have _ 
to be the Teachers and Publifhers of his Will unto RY 
Men, and Repreſenters'back of their Requeſts and * 
Thankſgivings unto him. God, in his on Glory and 
Brightneſs, poor Mortals could not look on and lire: 
and Angelic Apparitions would be more apt to aſto- 
niſn and affright, than to draw Perſons to attentive 
hearing and receiving of the Word: Men thereſore 
are dealt with by Men, Divine Meſſages ſent, an 
Holy Myſteries diſpenſed and handled by thoſe of the 
fame make and mold, yea, and of like Paſſions and 
Infirmifies with themſelves; that there might be no- 
thing to keep diſtance, but all incouragement and 
help afforded to the hearing, and * and recei- 
— the Truth, in the love of it. In this Method 

and order of Things, then, the Kindneſs and Conde - 
ſcention of God is manifeſted; the good and benefit 
of Men conſulted; Ingenuity and Freedom in their 
Obedience is tried and evidenced; and' by ſuch Ties 5 
and good Offices, as ſome ſtand in toward others, 3 
Love and Unity among all is much ſecured and pro- 

moted. Paſtors and Teachers are ſet in the Church, 

for perfecting the Saints, ſetting them right and in 

good Order, and for edifying the Body of Chriſt; til 

ll come in (or into) the Unity of the Faith, and ac- 
knowledgment of the Son of God, to à perfect Man. 

The Miniſtry of Men, by which God is pleaſed to ga- 

ther and rule, to ſeed and guide his Church, is a main 

Nerve and Sinew by which the Parts of it are kept, 

as well as ren aſs em By this they are knit 
together in one Body; ſo that the ſafety, order, and 

= of the Church, can't be maiatain'd Without it. 

hro this Chrift ils all things, all the Members with Eph. 4+ 

Grace, and ſpiritual Gifts. The Perfection of the 
Saints is hereby carried on, they grow up into him 
Which is the Head, even _ | 


hey are knit tos & N 


F Cone” Lats Fo OO LM EY n * P 
5 e ” En and ug oils, BT R 
o 2 e W 4, ls W A 
5 ö . * ON nee YE Ir ö 
„ n oF 
+ 1 Eb. 1 


1 
WER 
* 


* R F „ ; 4 I #5 ** — 5 
L Fo 25 


} | adhere at 
a KS g , SR 9 F 43 88 
, N 7 4 Þ * \ W . $A "Fs 4 STY 83 N 
N 4 o 83 * e 
N G . * 5 - 
; ; - Hp"? : = 
. ' : 8 ' : E 8 . 
, 4 by * . * * *. * 1 : : oF 
| j f 5 % 4 g 4 - , 7 Ws bs 
CT 4 * * A 
i N 2 8 ö : 5. . 
2 1. ** : N 97 - L >, % A J f # 7 * 
1 4 ; 
1 
A ** 
A 1% 
* 


n ur pp te He and Bland of Beg d 
ter in the V#iy of : rit,” and Bond of Peuce, and 
eldiſied together in Love. What Praiſes and Thankf / 
givings, now, moſt be due for ſuch e e 
of God as | this! And how unwort Will lack or 
ſeanty returns be; for ſuch a Bleſſing! This is Gene- 
| 1 3 5 | | F, 

ral, and the common Debt and Concern of all. But 
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IV. It ſeuggefts divers Things in ſpecial; both to Pegs 
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ro moi 
11:8 1. It eme them, in what account Minifters ſhould 
Ir cCor. 4. fand with them. Let a Man ſo arrount of us ( faith 
1 St. Paul) as Aſiniſters of Chriſt, and tewards of the 
I Myſteries of God, Ao , ratioc inando apud ſe ſta - 
4 tua on weighing and conſidering well the Matter, 
let him ſo rate us, as Servants of Chriſt, and Ste- 
wards and Diſpenſers of his Myſteries, by Authority 
and Miſſion from him. Not more, not Lords over 
God's Heritage; Not leſs, not Servants of Men, or 
Creatures of the PeoplſGwmwe . 
This right r is requiſite to prevent Preju- 
dices, to diſpoſe to due Reception, and beget ſuch 
Regards as their Work, and the Name in which they 
come, do require: That they who deſpiſe and reject 
them, may know they deſpiſe nut Men, but God. 
Were they of mere human Appointment, or politic 
Invention, while they pretend to come in the Name 
of the Lord, and with ſpecial Commiſſion from him; 
no wonder, if Perſons of Underſtanding would not 
be fo impoſed upon. Or were it but an arbitrary 
Buſineſs, taken up by Men conceiting fondly of them- 
| ſelves, and of their Gifts, and who would needs be 
Teachers and Rulers of others, in ſpiritual Things, 
without any Divine Call, or warrant thereunto 
Men might reckon themſelves as free to reſuſe, as 
thoſe are forward to offer themſelves; yea, perhaps, 
they might reckon they are concern'd to diſcounte- 
nance, and repreſs the Pride and Self-conceit of ſuch 
' 1 Pretenders. But now, When the Mi- 
niſtry is Known to be God's Ordinance, and Mini- 
ters his Agents, coming with his Commiſſign, and 
bringing his Credentials with them; when their Cha- 
9 is look d on, as it is indeed, Divine, 2 
1 t 


LY 


cg 
| "dance, and 


be over A People in the Lord. notes bath the Original 
and End, of their Om̃ce, that it is from Chriſt, age 
for him; by his Inſtitation and Commiſſion; ans =, 
to his Honour and Glery. This is the Ground. and 
Reaſon of that knowing; or acknowledging,” which the 
Word requires. Andhence it was, St. Paul too 
ſuch Satisfaction in the Manner wWherein the Word = 
by him; and other fatthſub-Miniſtets; was recgiv'd, ®. hang 
by thoſe "Theſſalonians; greatly conan eat em̃ 
and thanking God in that behalf; becauſe ( ſaith he )1 
when ye recriud the Word f God, .which ye heard o/ 13. 
us, ye received it, not as the Mord fen but (48 
it i in Truth) the Word of Gad, whichteffe ually work: 
eth alſo in you that believe, i. e. that helieve it to bg 
God's Word, and regeiveit accordingly, as brought 
to you dy Men of) his ſending. The Miniſtry then 
being of Divine: Appointment, true Miniſters are. to 
de confideredias ſent by God, and their Miniſtrations 
that — — ble with his Word, tu be Warranted 
by his Authority and Commiſſion. Thus accounting © _. “ 
is neęedſful for effectual attaining the good Ends f 
0 mo Miniſtry. Again this Point will ſuggeſt. to 
is 6064 1671246 oe apr tft ee UTE or 

2 — Matter of Caution in Imo Particulars. viz.” That 

they Envy not on this Account; nor aſſume the ſa- 

ered Office or Work, without due Call or Warrant. 
t.) Envy not on this Account. Should your Eye be 
Evil, becauſe Chriſt is good ? May he not order his 
Church, which is his Hauſe, as he pleaſeth ? calling Heb. 3. & 


, 


whom he will to be his Stewards, and Miniſters in 

it? A dangerous Thing it is, to be diſcontented with 

the Station, in which Gd by his Providence ſets us; 

or to repine and grieve at the Ae lech or real bet- | 
terneſs of another, How dear did ſach a Thing coſt | 

ſome of old? Who envied Moſes in the Camp, and Aa- pfal. 106. 

ron the Saint of the Lord 2 conſecrated (that is) - 16. . 
15 5 A | tne "IM 


the Prieſthood; an Holy Office; for, otherwiſe, in 
reſpe& of inberent-Holinefs, Maſes was as much, or 
more a Saint than he. Obſervable it is, that Magt- 
ſtracy and Miniſtry are here put together, and the 
Violaters of one puniſhed as ſeverely, as the Uſbrpers 
ef the other; not only were Dathan and Aliram 
Ver. 17. With their Gonipany ſmallomed wp of the Earth, for their 
| Rebellion againſt Aueſas; but Korah with his Ag 
Plices conſumad by Fire fram Heaven, for putting them - 
1 es in Competition with Aaron, and ae as 
kindled in their Gompany; the Flame. hurut up, the Wic: | 
Feu. Wieked Ones God accounted them, who were 
- diſcontented With thoſe Diſtinctions and Orders 
which he had ſettled, both in, the Church and State. 
ER. Indeed, if the Mattet be duly conſidered, as to the. 
FF = £j  z Miniſterial Oſice and Function, little of that will be 
ſound in it, which the World, moſt Times, makes the 
Ground of Envy. For it is not an Advancement to 
warldly Power and Greatneſs; or a way to Riches; or 
cearnal Eaſe and Pleaſure; and Delights of the Fleſh: 
but a Buſineſs of hard Study, and intenſe Thought; of 
much Labour and Sollicitude; and to be managed 
with deep Humility and Self. denial, under the awful 
Senſe of accounting for the Souls commited to their 
Charge. Thus it is in the, Nature of the Thing, and 
by the Conſtitution of Chriſt; and who makes it o- 
ther, or takes it up with differing Views, corrupts 
it. As our Lord himſelf tells us, His Kingdom. is not 
of this World; ſo neither are the Officers of it ſet-up 
for ſecular Ends and Purpoſes; or may they make 
worldly Gain and Advantages their Aim and Motive 
in it. A comfortable and honourable Support is their 
Right, that they who preach the Goſpel may liue by the 
Goſpel ; but great Things they may not, and good 
Miniſters will Not covet or look after. They will 
more deſire their People's ſpiritual Profit, than their 
| own outward worldly. Increaſe; after the Example 
2 Cor, 12. of the great Apoſile, who tells the Corinthiavs, I ſeek 
14 Not yours, but you. Tis true, as Things are ſome 
where managed, what hath: been ſaid of Religion, is 
too applicable to the ſacred Function in it: Peperit 
arvitias & filia. devoravit Matrem: It got Niches, 
and the Daughter bath devoured the Mather. Noto- 
: rious 
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Aliniſtors by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave 
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8 and ſtatelineſs, and little Concern in religious 
Difices, makes them mote like ſecular Pririces, Than 
Miniſters of Chrift..; And of others nearer it may be 
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Haid. as one, now, of that Order, once did: There 


6. is great hac ard of human Infirmity, left by ſuch mad. "; 


Imployment, requiring much Abſtraction from the . 
World, and Mortificatian to it, and'difincumbering, 

as far as may be, from the Tinge: and Copceranet 

itz tis what calls for greateſt'Paing,: Care, and M- 
ligence; and cloſeſt Application both of Mind and 
Body. What of Dignity and Excellency it hath in 

it, as God's Appointment, about the weightieſt Mat- 

ters, and for the moſt noble Ends; no reafon have the 

devote and ſet my ſelf a- part, for my ſacred Office; 

and if Himſelf, then to be ſure all bus Miniſters are ſan- 

ctiſied, and ſeparated for the ſame End. Tis true, 

the Apoſtles themſelves, as well as the People, are 

there reſpected, but even that, was with Relation to 

the People. Who is Paul? And who is Apollos? But 


Rk 

_ pa 9 

„1 8 
8 


to every Man. Miniſters Calling, Ability, and Sac 
ceſs, all is from God for the People's good; winch 5 
hy 7 there- 


* 


5 


1 1 , OS OT 3 ph AN” 
1 | YZ e The Manifeſtation of the Spirit, to whomſoever 
i" and in what Degree ſoever piven; *tis' all 2% Profit 
_ - - withal. What's ſaid of Mapiſtracy in Civil, s true of 
the Miniſtry in ſpiritual Reſpect; Ti the Ordinance 
ef God to thee 15 good. In à Word, Miniſters and 
People, all make up the ſame Body of Chriſt; and 
what worth or uſefulneſs there is in one part, tis for 
e Ornament and Benefit of the whole; whence 


QA T7 


HE "5 Cor. z. the Apoſtle well argues, If ene Member be honoured, 
LU” ks off che Members fpould rejoice with it, Envy not, 
11-488 therefore, the Miniſtry which Chriſt for the good of 

| bis Church hath ſet up in it. And. 

« 2 5 ume not that Office or Work, without due Call 
wid Warrant. The former Evil avoided; this will 
the more eaſily. be prevented; Envy, with Pride the 
Noot of it, being mortified, Order will better be kept; 
one will not be ready to invade the Province of ano- 
ther. As to the exerciſe of Gifts for the Ediſication 
of thoſe about you, where that is the aim, pro- 
| pr Ways will be found for ſuch Purpoſe, conſiſting 
With your ſecular Calling, wherein you are to abide 
24 wb God. If true Miniſterial Qualifications there 
be, with Inclination to devote to the Work, and Oc- 
caſion and Opportunity inviting ; orderly Ways 
there are of Admiſſion, which may not be refuſed : 
But where ſuch Things are wanting, or diſtegarded, 
and the Work is ruſhed on, by unfit or uncalled Per- 
- Jons, what can it proceed from, but ſome undue Af- 
fection of Mind; ſuch as too great Conceit of their 
Abilities, and Sufficiency, or Diſcontent with the 
Station in which by Providence they are placed? A 
miſchievous Breach of Order to be fare it is, where- 
in neither they, nor ſach as attend on their Mini- 
ſtrations, can warrantably expect à Bleſſing. The 
Preſence of God will be with his own Ways and In- 
ſtitutions; but neither Comfort, nor Proſit, may be 
look d for in any other. Bare Abilities ( if ſuch > ) 
| | . with- 
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one of M850, „„ 
without authoritative Call, and Commiſſion, are not | 
enough for a Civil Office; and why ſhould it be a 
thought ſufficient, then, in the Family and Kingdom | 
of Chriſt? I am aware how invidiouſly "xm to be 
T conſtrued, when the Miniſtry is thus pleaded for by 
WF Miniſters ;, as if they were making Incloſures, where 
WF God hath made none; and excluding others only for 
more Advantage, or Eſteèm to themſelves. That | 
was the Popular Suggeſtion of Norah: All the Congre- Num. 16. 
gation are Holy, every one of them, and the Lord is 4- 3+ 
mung them; Wherefore then lift ye up your ſelves above 
the Congregation of the Lord ? As if Holineſs by Voca- 
tion unto Grace, were the ſame Thing, with Separa- 
tion and 'Conſecration, to an Holy Function. The 
Lord's People are ſpiritual Kings, as. well as ſpiritual * 
Prieſts : May every one therefore take upon him tea 
Magiſtracy? No more may the. Miniftry be taken WW 
up by whoſo will, it is a ſeparate and appropriated Ax I 
Buſineſs, belonging only to thoſe who are qualifie: 
and called to it, and ſet a- part for it: Therefore not | 
te be undertaken or attempted; by others. How foal Rom. ro. 
they preacly except they be ſent, ſaid the Apoſtle ? 7#; 5 
N xngvZuou td wh ros, How ſhall they axes 6 
tively deliver God's Mind and Meſſage ; make a pub 
lic and authentic Declaration of his Will, as an He- 
rald does of the Orders of his Prince; how ſhall they ' 
do this, except they be ſent? viz, with Commiſſion 
and Power ſo to do. An Herald. is one authorized by 
the Prince or State, to publiſh their Decrees, which. 
may not be done by any other: And ſo it is in this 
Caſe. Whence Goſpel, Miniſters are, in this, like 
thoſe under the Law, who may, not go on God's Er- 
rand, but by his Commiſſion. Which being ſo, it 
may not be imputed to Pride, or Selfiſhneſs that Mi- 
niſters declare this part of the Council of God; they 
are ſet for Defence of the Goſpel, and a breach of Truſt 
it would be, not to warn on fit Occaſions, of the ſin- 
fulneſs of invading. the Miniſtry of it. And thus of 
the Cautions, which the Conſideration of the Mini- 
ſtry, being a ſeparate Office and Work of ſtanding 
Divine Appointmeat, will ſuggeſt tothe People. That 
they Envy not on this Account, nor aflume it with- - 
out due Call and Warrant. 
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ference to their own Miniſters, vi. to ams, and receive 


then in theiy Office, and wito the Purpoſes for which it 
1 appoimed. 12 comprehends. ſeveral Particulars, 


take it only in Two or Three, dx. | 
(..) Kindlyregard their Perſons, for that relation they 
Rand in to Chriſt, and unt you. They are in a ſpecial - 


_ Senſe, Chriſt's Servants, and your's for his ſale, in that 


| Work and Buſineſs for which they are, by Chriſt, ſext um- 
to you, They are the Stewards of his Holy Myſte- 


ries, and Diſpenſers of ſpiritual good Things to you, 
to guide and inſtruct you, and watch over you, in 
. they are the Helpers of your Faith and 
Joy: A Slight here, will both reflect on the great 
Maſter from whom they come, and give too much 


* ground of Suſpicion, that the Buſineſs it ſelf, which they 


come 


n, is not of ſuch account with you, as it 


ſhould. What Senſe is there like to be of ſpiritual 


who labour in the Word and Doctrine let them 
3 -Þ | f 


Things, where the authorized Diſpenſers of them are 
of little or no regard? When St. Paul had been ſta- 
ting the Caſe, and ſhewing how Miniſters are to be 
accounted of ( withal inſinuating ſome Fault in the 
Corinthians, as to that Matter, tho' not fo great as 
was in the ignorant and profane Part of the World) 
ſaith he, I write not theſe Things to ſhame you, but as 
my beloved Sons, I warn you, His aim was to caution 
them againſt ſuch Miſcarriage; the real Guilt of 
which, eſpecially if great and notorious, would be 
matter of ſhame to them, Unworthy Deſpiſers of 
their faithful Miniſters, put a ſeeming Diſgrace on 
them, but bring a real one on themſelves. Oui bonã 
fide coli Deos amat & Sacerdotes. Could an Heathen 
ſay ? He that indeed loves God, will love his Minifters + 
It will 8 draw the Religion of ſuch into Queſtion, 
who deſpiſe the appointed Means and Inſtruments of 
it. People's Affection to their Miniſter is valuable, 
both as a Sign of the acceptableneſs of their Labours., 
and as giving Hope, and Advantage, for the Succeſs 
of them. Receive your Miniſters therefore with 
kind and reſpe&fal Regard. 'And, NT, 
(2.) Aﬀord them meet Incouragements and outward 
Supports. Let the Elders that rule well (faith St. Paul) 
be acconnted worthy of double Honour; eſpecially 8 
ave 
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waited at the Altar were Partakers wit 


ſeaſon not to uſe it. Conſidering the Condition and 


ſecular Calling, or that he followed it at any Time 


to do them Service, and when he was preſent wit hn them 8. 
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© Driinatin of Mr. S. . z 
Keſpects real as well as verbal. Let him that is taught Gal. 6. 6, 
in the Word: communicate. to him that teacheth, in all 
good Things. This the Apoſtle meant, as a part of | 
that double Honour, For (faith he there) the Sctip- : 
ture ſaith, thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox that treaderh Mat. 10. 
out the Corn, and the Labourer is worthy of his Reward. Lak = 
As under the Law, they who miniftered about Holy e 10. 
Things lived of the things of the Temple, and they who 5 
ihe Altar; even 
fo hath the Lord ordained, that they who preach the Go- 
Jpel, ſhould live by the Goſpel. What was Typical and 
Ceremonial, in thoſe legal Inſtitutions, is done away; 
bat what of moral Equity and Reaſon was in them, 
continues ſtill,” and is transferred to Goſpel Miniſters. 
'Tis God's Will, that thofe who are taken off from 
worldly Imployments, and whoſe Time is to be ta- 
ken up in ſpiritual Exerciſes, and the Study of Divine 
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Things, ſnould have their Livelihood taken Care of 


and provided for. Tho' St. Paul at ſome times, and in 1 Cor. 9. 
reference to ſome Churehes, wa ved this; yet it was 6. 
not for want of Power, but from ſonie particular Cir- 
cumſtances, which made him judge it meet for that 


Temper of thoſe Corinthians, and readineſs of Ene- 
mies there to repreſent him Selfiſh, and as aiming to 
make a Gain of them; that the ſucceſs of the Mini- 
ſtry might not be hindered, he would get Support ra- 
ther by his own Hands, than feek it at theirs. Not 
that his Livelihood was ordinarily in the way of a 


to the hinderance of his Work in the Goſpel; for 
tho' there he ſpake of his Handy-labour, yet elſe- 
where he tells them, He took Wages of other Churches 2 Cor, tt. 


and wanted, he was nos chargeable to them; for that 
which was lacking to him, the Brethren from Macedo- 
nia ſupplied; and in all Things he kept himſelf from be- 
ing burdenſome to them. So that tho the Apoſtle well 
accounts for his forbearance with reference to thoſe 
Corinthians, yet he aſſerts the right of the Miniſtry, 
and uſed it alſo ordinarily, no particular Reaſons 
fwaying to the contrary. And ordinary Miniſters 
need be as free from worldly Cares and Incumbran- 
ces, that they may . to their weighty * 
"Na | with 
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without Diſtraction. This part of God's Couhſel 
| the Argument requires I ſhould not ſhun tõ menti- 
E 1 on, tho Without any ſpecial Occaſion in view, by 
: known defect in this Particular, fince the Generali- 
i ty of Diſſenting Congregations, conſidering the many 
Burdens they are preſſed with, and Diſcouragements 
they labour under, act, I doubt not, as becomes them 
in ſuch a Matter. Wherefore, to proceed, the Mi- 
niſtry being ſuch an Appointment of Gd. 
3 · Jadeavonr what you can, that it way proſper 
and be ſucceſsful in his Hands, who labours with 


1 3 1 * 
..) In reference to your ſelves, ſee that its great 
Ends be attained in your Faith and Holineſs, and all 
godly Life and Converſation. When the Apoſtle had 
| fa God hath given to us the Miniftry, and Word 
5 o Reconciliation, he grounds on it this Application, 
2 Cor. 6, We then, as Workers A with him, veſeech you al- 
1. fo, that you receive not the Grace of God in vain. The 
Goſpel and Miniſtry of it are ſtited he Grace of God, 
becauſe that is the Spring of it, and its Buſineſs is to 
iſcover and tender Grace and Mercy to Sinners, 
and to be the Inſtrument in the Hand of God's Spirit, 
for working Grace in the Hearts of Men : fruſtrate 
not this Deſign and Aim, Sad muſt it be for God's 
kindneſs, and Minifter's indeavours, to be loft by the 
People's unprofitableneſs; loft as to them it is, if they 
receive not the ſaving Bleſfings and Benefits intended 
; it; tho' it will not be loſt; as to the Rewards of 
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hoſe who are faithful in their Work and Office. 

% Iſrael be not gathered, yet fhall they be glorious. 

;rief and Trouble they'll have in ſuch an Event of 
Things; but the Damage will be theirs alone, who 
wool? not be reconciled to God by their Miniſter's 
iſh moſt earneſt Calls and Intreaties, and who, throitheir 
11 obſtinacy and unbelief, make that to themſelves a ſavour 
1 of Death unto Death, which ſhould have been a ſa- 
A's your of Life unto Life. Any kind Regards of People 
04 to their Miniſter will be gratefully reſented, but 
Ta Rom. 25 their People bring made acceptable to God, by the 
11 16. lanctiſying of the Holy Ghoſt, is much more deſira- 
14. a ble to them, than their own bare Acceptance with 
John 4. them. JI have no greater Joy (ſaid St. John) than 
1 to hear that my Children walk in the Tru, 2 
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of the * I give 22 to C 
you, remembring your Faith, aud G 


dah 
fo in Power, and in the Holy\Ghoſt, and un 


* e of: Mr. 8. wi 
his Children in the Faith. ;. Theſe are Gs Minis i i] | 
Crown and Glory: Children begotten unt 1 
thro his Goſpel, and living ſuitably ig 12 Nene 
© PRO. Be you your} Mini cing 
| 0 
this Ref ed, that he may lay of you, "= St. 55 55 . Thel. : 


Patience, 2, 3, 7 


&c. For our Goſpel came nat ta you 1 


rance. Then is the Miniſtry com 


5 Tae of it are complied with, . learn 5 
t 


he Truth, and bring forth Fruit eh Perfecti- 
Le: i it de thus with your ſelves, an 
0 ) What in you lies, furt her the [ame. good. Efett | 


of with others, that many by i it may be gained unto ' 


4ſt, and that thoſe, who ate gained may be more 


and more built up in him. St. Paul (peaks of ſome 


of the People, that they were his Hep ers. * Chriſt, Rom. TY 
and Fellows helpers © to the Truth; Os Perſons 3. 


. codfiſtedtly with their Stations, and Uings, may ; John 8. 


be very furthering of Their! Miniſter's 3 


for the good of Souls; drawing and incouragin 
attend their Miniſtrations, (Let us go into the 75 Pſal. 14 | 


| { the Led, our Feet ſhall ſtiaud in thy Gates, O Jeru- 1,2. 


lem) repeating their | Sermons, turning them in- 
to Matter of good Diſcourſe, to fix Truths more in 


h ihe Mind, and impreſs them deeper on the Heart, 
and to excite and quicken to all ſuitable Practice. 


Thus, by the good Effects and Fruits of the Mini- 

fry, your getting and doing much good by, and un- 

der it, Noo make it appear your Miniſter's coming 

to you, is in the fulneſs of the Bleſs oy the (pe! of Rom. 15. 
(Cheri. "Eqs to the People. 8 29. 


II. 10 MINISTERS. 

"Ie make to Preachers themſelves. | The Duties 
following, particularly, will he owned to be incum- 
bent on us, in Conſequence of this Doctrine, vic. 

Thankfulneſs for ſo high an Honour 

Suitable Carriage to ſo ſacred a Character; ; and, 

Diligence, 2 Eathfulweſs in Jo Ses a Charge, | 


and Truſt. 

. Thankfulneſ; for ſo high an Honour. An Ho- 

nour to Men, bt ſuch an Ordinance is ſet up a- 
| F 2 mong 
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1 Tim. 1. 
2 


f 


Ejph, 3.8. 


1 Cor. 15. 
fo. 


q 


mong them; and to us in Particular, that God_bath 


counted us faithful, putting us into the Miniſtry. There 


are ah gs Srv whereon Miniſters may take no- 
tice of che Favour of God to them, and Glory in 


their Holy Vocation ; viz. for magnifying the Gift 

of Chriſt, balancing the World's hatred and unjuſt 
reproach, and ftre = 2. another's. Hands to, 
an | hat. a Senſe of their own . 

Infirmities and Meanneſs may not too much deject, 

nor the Difficulties and Oppoſitions they meet with, 

diſcourage and fink them; yea to beget and 7 

i 


and in their great Work; t 


in others, ſuch an Account of their Office an 
gn, as is needful to the Honour of God, and the Peq- 
ple's profiting by them. We may not, indeed, foo- 
iſhly vaunt our ſelves, to the vilifying or. degrading, 
of any; yet may we commend the Grace of Chri 
toward us, as St. Paul: Jo me (ſaid he) who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all Saints (ſuch were his humble 
Thoughts of himſelf) is this Grace given, that 1 ſhould 
preach among the Gentiles, the aid es Riches 1 
Chrift; that I ſhould be à Veſſel of Mercy my ſelf, 


that alone had been wonderful Goodneſs; but to be 
made a Veſſel for 9 og the rich Treaſure of the 


Goſpel unto others, that is {till more. By the Grace 
of God, Jam what I am, ſaid he elſewhere; not only 
a Convert, but a Miniſter; for of that he ſpake in the 
Verſe preceding. How great a Thing is it, to tran(- 


act between God and Men! To be charged with the 


Counſels and Meſſages of Heaven, and with the E- 
ternal Intereſts and Concerns of Souls! This, as it 
is weighty and awful, fo is it high and honourable. 


The Dignity of Profeſſions is wont ta be eſtimated by 
the Matter, and Object, and Ends of them; in all 


which Reſpe&s, what ſo worthy as the Miniſterial 
Office ang Work, that lies in the Study and handling 


of Divine Things, is converſant about the moſt no- 


ble Part of Men, their immortal Spirits, for reſcu- 
ing and ſaving them from Sin and Miſery ( the great- 
eſt and e. of Evils) and raiſing them to the 


higheſt Perfection and Happineſs of which they are 
tapable? How are Perſons (in themſelves mean and 
tow ) honoured and advanced, when they are called 
and ſet a- part to ſuch Purpoſes! To ſegve God in the 
Soſpel of his San! And be, as he is PARTON 

| 5 ; them, 
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care and handling of the Holy Veſſels of the Temple, 


build with the other. When the ue (purſuant to 


you, that ye receive not the Grace of God in vain; he 1, 3. 


reconciling Sinners to himſelf! What it is the Wil 1. 


dom, and Happineſs of others, to redeem Seaſons for, 


vix. ſpiritual, Exerciſes and Imployments; theſe are 


on daily Work; what we are to give our ſelves to, 1 Tim, 4, 


to be ſtatedly taken up in: they belong not on- 15. 
ly to our general Calling, as Chriſtians ; bur, in a 
ſpecial and peculiar Manner, are the Subject of our 
ordinary and particular Calling as Miniſters; which 
muſt ſpeak its Excellency, and our Obligation to 


Thankfulneſs, for ſuch Happineſs and Honour, | As - 


likewiſe, - 


2. To ſuitable Carriage to fo ſacred 2 Character: ; Ho- 
lineſs of Life ſhould eminently ſhine. in thoſe of ſo ho- f 


| ly a Function. Depart e depant ye, 8&0 ye out rom ; 
thence ( vi. from Folylan n Ila. 52. 


touch ye no unclean Thing, 11. 
go ye out from the midſt of her, be ye clean, ye that bear 
the Veſſels of the Lord, i. e. the Prieſts, who had the 
'Tis applicable to Goſpel- Miniſters, they muſt be ipe- 

cially and ode Holy, who teach and preach 
Holineſs. Thou that teacheſt another, teacheft thou not Rom. 2. 
thy ſelf ? Sad Work will they be like to make of it, 21. 
who preſume to preach the Word, before they have 

degun to practice it; to inſtruct others in the Truth, 

before themſelves have receiv'd it in the Love of it; 

and known it, 4s it is in Feſus. Vice and Ungodli- 


neſs in a Miniſter, is the greateſt Obſtruction that 
can be to the acceptableneſs and ſucceſs of his Mini- 


{trations ; ſuch pull down with one Hand, what they 


the Word and Miniſtry committed by God to him) , 
had ſaid, We then as Workers toggther with him, beſeech 2 Cor. 6, 


adds, after a Parentheſis, giving no Offence in any thing, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed: that Prejudices be 
not raiſed, and thereby the Word and our Preach- 
ing of it hindered. They'll not be workers with but 
againft God, and Chriſt, and their own Miniſtry 
who are careleſs, and looſe in their Carriage, a 

lay 'Stumbling-blocks in the way of thoſe they have 
to do with, or who obſerve them. Good Miniſters 
preach by their Ie, as well as Doctrine; exhibit 
the faireſt Copy that they can, both of the Negati 

be] Fg | and 
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or. 6. Apoſtle there gos on, In all Things proving our ſelves 

+41 as rhe” nies 0 God in much hat int in r 
51 Labpurs, * Ong in Faſting. by Pure, 

' ! Knowledge, . Hering, by Kindneſs, by the He. 

7 8 hoft, by 52 Feigned, 'by the Mord of Truth by 

4 .. of f Gol 74 the are of "Righteouſneſs, on 

5 Hand ma © 2 the left, &c. i e. Exerciimg 

faces, as well a5 indurt g "Att Amictions; living 

505 che Word and Goſpel, Which we preach; This 

ill a good Miniſter-ſtrive' to do; not only, not to 


mu be blaß, that's Negative, ſevetal Par- 

of which are by Fry 0 vis. not given. to 
Eon 20 ant” J = -fithy-Lucre, & c. and 
e he wat * Ser; F go — apt 
MED havin wn, 4 good- Report of them that art with: 
Isa a Word, he muſt be an'caccurate and exact 
ot, holding orth the Word of 'Life to the Eye, in 
oy Converſation ; as well as to the Ear from the 


pit, in DoRrinal Expoſition and Application; his 
muſt be 4 conſtant ble Sorn , the Word 
len and held out in it, as a Lamp before a 
Traveller, by which he may be help'd _ ſee his 
"and walk more TUE and comfortably in 


ch 3s OE be; 57 #1) ſtrict aud holy Walking. 4 
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3 am 0 F Chriſt. Chriſt is the Prime, and only per- 
| ae Miniſters only herein, and fo = as 

oy teſemble him; which theſe that are faithful, 

77 7 do, in às conſpicuous a Manner as may be: 

80 tall indeavour: The Prieſts under the Law were 

to be without "bodily blemiſh 3 not only to ty piſie 
the abfolute Perfection that ſhowld be and was: in 
Chriſt, the High Prieſt of our Prefeſſion; but to 
ſbew alſo how excellent Per ſons, in àa moral and ſpi- 
ritual Senſe, Miniſters ſhould be” under the Goſpel. 
Our Siviour, before his ſending his Apoſtles, with 
114 an inlarged Commiſſion, into Sie World to preach 
ii» John 13. the Word, took them, and maſb d their Feet; which, 
» as it was a fereile Act, noted indeed his own 'Humi- 
1 lity, ard was ſpecially done to teach them that -Lel- 
tt fon but, as it was a cleanſing“ Act, it noted their 
Furizection by his Blood and Spirit; as our — 
im- 
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"A Femnon Preaetthat the 
und Poſitive Parts and Duties of Holineſs, As the 


kinger by by Scand : but to further his Doctrine, as 


| 1 Cor. 11. 150 Bee, Followers of me (ſaid St. Paul )-even as. 1 


DD SY et mo oa 


honed DB oo... LC. aL * 


hinaſetf explained ir.) I. I wb thee voty thou aſk 


' ſpiritual Purity that muſt be in thoſe, who approach 


| Shoes from off his Feet, becauſe the Place on which he Exod. 3. 
ſtood was Holy Ground. The Office and Function in z. 7 


racter. And finally, the Miniſtry being a flanding 


ö A 


5 
he 


» 
7 


* 


Part with me, ſaid. he fo Peter. And not ſo m 
ee babivaß Cleanſing. was gow reſpectedj, 
which was done in- Regeneration and ſignified in 5 
Baptiſm 5 but this maſbing of the Feet, noted the 
renewed- Cleanſings, that muſt upon particular 


failings, and filth cengtracted. He that is waſbed 


(fid Chriſt, vi. habitually) needeth not, ſave to 
waſh his Feet, but ig clean every whit. In his walk and 
converſes in the World, he is daily getting Spots 
and Defilements, which his Care mulf be conſtantly 

to waſh away; and ſo doing he is clean, ſo as to be 
accepted of the Father. Hers is the Duty of Miai- 
ſters, to get free of all ſpots F Sin, as far as poſſible. 
What's little taken Notice of in otbers, will ſoon be 
remark'd in them; and is more odiouz, and à greater 
offence and blemiſh, by bow much they have better 
Means, and Helps, and lie under ſtronger Obligati- 
ons, to know, and be, and do better than others. 

As they ſtand nearer to God, in reſpect of their Office 
and Calling; fo ſhould they be puter. The nearer. 
any were to approach to him, under the Law, the 
more Cleanfings were they to have; to note the 
e in any Bo ang, NIN, 4 

will waſh my Hands in Innocency aid David) and ſo pfal. 26. 
will I * thine Altar. God bad Aoſes, put off his 6. , 


which Minifters ſtand before God ot th It con- 
cerns them, therefore, to put off alk Fi ine, and 
ſee that their Carriage be ſuĩtable to their ſacred Cha- 


Divine Appointment, requires of thoſe in . 
3. Diligence, and Faithfalneſs; ſuitable to ſo great a 
Charge and Truſt; all manner of Arguments, and 
Reaſons engage to this. The Nature of the Thing; 
the Preciouſneſs af Souls; the Strictneſs of the Ac- 
count; our own Intereſt, and Concern therein; toge- 
ther with the greatneſs and goodneſs of the Maſter 
. pe Ne era ds Wok 
aithful to him that appoi im, world the Works 
of God, while theſeaſonifor:it laſted : He loſt no Time, 


ſpared no Pains, in ihe Day teaching, in the Night 


ra- 


* 
» AP 


xampleof Chriſt, who was Heb. 3. 
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Finiſh bis Work, How fit and defirable is it, that the 
* fame Mind, and Heart, and Life be in us? At leaſt, 
that we imitate him, -tho' we can't come up with him 5 
that we follow him, tho' it be not-p æquis, at 
the full rate that he has gone before us? 

The bleſſed Apoſtle, St. Paul, writ the faireſt, - 
2 Cor. 11. that we know, after this Copy. He was in Labours 
23. more abundant, could appeal to thoſe among whom 
Acts 20. he came, concerning his Pains and Diligence in reach. 

I. ing, and warning of them Night and Day with Tears, 

er. 20. He kept back nothing that might be- profitable to then 
Ver. 27. but ſhewed and taught them publicly, and from Houſe 

to Houſe, not ſbunning to declare the whole Counſel of 

God. He was indefatigable in his. Maſter's Work, 

and tho' he knew every where Dangers and Difficul- 
Ver. 23, ties would attend him; yet went he on, not moved 
24. with thoſe Things, nor counting is Life dear to himſelf, 
fo he - might fimfh his Gourſe with Joy, and the Miniftry 

which he had received of the Lord. How bright an 
Example (next to Chriſt) for Miniſters to ſet be- 

fore them! And for this Purpoſe, in part, recorded, 

to be both a Direction and Incentive unto others. 

Ver. 35. I have Goes you all Things (ſaid he to the Ephefian 
Elders ) hom, that ſo labouring, you ought to ſupport the 

| Weak, May we go, and expreſs: ſomewhat of like 

| Zeal and Activity in the Work of the Goſpel z; being 

2 Cor, 12. willing to ſpend, and be ſpent, in the Service of Souls; 
G and every way taking heed to aur Miniſtry to fulfil it. 
717. Miniſterial Faithfulneſs might be conſidered in refe- 
rence to what muſt be taken heed of and ſhuned, and 

to what muſt be practiced and followed. jy * 

(..) Under the former Head would fall divers Par- 

Prov. 18. ticulars, viz. Sloth and Idleneſs muft be avoided; The 
9. Sluggard is a. kin to the Waſter; It holds in ſpiritu- 
al Gifts, as well as other Things. Not exerciſing. and 

laying them out; not going forward and improving 

them, tends to looſing them; it does ſo in its Nature, 

Mat. 25, and by the — Judgment of God. Jo every one 
29. that hat h Hall be given, but from him that hath not ſhall be 
Ver. 26. taken away, even that which he hath. He that improves 
not his Lord's Talent, wrongs him. The W as 
ä | there- 


.13 ww Q@ VV Yu vs = 77 


? 


e, is talled a wicked Servant; Take ve heed 


there 


then of Negliperice, and Idleneſs, in our Hely Cal- 
ling; as. alſo, of prejudioint, and biidering the Suc- 
87 2 it, by unholineſs and iſ} example of Life, or 
Error and unſoundneſs of Doctrine corrupting 
e Word, or mingling dur own vain Conceits with 
it, fo turni 


of Enemies ; ſo (Is L take it) 
rated from the Church of 


— 


Authority of the . For Inſtaace, in Rela- 
Weorkhi 5 When, beſide the Partz thereof, 


Doctrine, —_— not Reaſon to the Prejudice 


of Faith; nor 
of Grace. 
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hath berrayed the Truth to the Socormeany and the S- 

= ciniarf to the Deiſt; and at laſt, under pretence of 
= Free i hin king, all both natural and revealed Religi- | 
on have been ridiculed and expoſed, and the Stream . 
of Error, by many windings, run into the Black-S ea 
of Atheiſm and Infidelity.” Obſia Principiit. I have, 1 
im ſome 'Socinian Pamphletʒ met with ſuch a boaſt s 
this: Loot, what Texts are urged againſt our Opinion 3, 
of the Trinity, and we can ſuem the ſame given. up to us, E 
by one or aher of your, own; Critics. Whether it be ® 
ſo or not, I ean t enqduire ; but an em it way be, 

to take heed of betraying the Trauth; or of making . 
Shipwrack of it. Thus of Migiſterial Faithſulneſs in | 
what's to be ſnuned. 3 An 1177 15 4540 15 oY 
Jude v. 3, (20) Mind we it no leſs in what's to-he done and 
followed, comending earneſtly for the Faith qnce delive;, | 
red umo the Saints, labour ing to convince Balg 8 | 
| ers, and by: ſonnd Doctrine, to PAT to blepee the, 
Phil. r. — — — 2 * ers arg 25 oy the 
77. efence of the Goſpel, as well as to preach and propa- 
— . we Falthfal in Loch. | Wiſely diſpenſe e * 


2 
4 
. 


the 
1 12. Word, at good Stewards giuing to every one his. Portion 

3 85 in due Seaſon. Every way let us, with the utmoſt 
Care and Pains, purſue the Ends of our Miniſtry, for 

the Glory of God, and good of Souls. If St. Paul 

ſaw meet ta follow F;mothy with ſo ee 

r Tim. 4. ings, what them do we need? Give attendance (aid. 
13, 14, Oc. he) to Reading, to Exchortation, to Doctrine, neglect 
50 the Gift that is in thee. Meditate upon theſe Things, 
= give thy ſelf wholly unto them, that thy Profiting may 
_ appear unto all. Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto th 
if Dottrine, continue in them; for in doing this, thou ſhalt. 
: both ſave thy felf, and them that hear thee. And in his. 

| 4 Tim. 1. other Epiſtle, IJ pur thee in remembrance (ſaith he) 
Ch that thou ftir up the Gift of Cod which is in thee ;, and 
4 2p. 4. again, Watch thou in all Things, indure Afittions, 
; make full Proof of thy Miniftry. Attend we to thoſe Ad- 
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* Vide Epiſcopii Inſt. Theck Lib. 4. Cap. 34. Plead- 
ing the 3 of believing Chriſt to be true God. Se 
40% Dr. Jonath. Edwards's Feſervative againſt Socinia- 


niſm, in Teur Parts, 


monitions | 


' 


Ordination of Mr. S. C. 


. monitions for our own Excitation. Are we ſo ho · 
noured, and intruſted by God, as to have Part in 
this Miniſtry? Let vs, to our utmoſt, ſtrive to bring 


Honour to him. by a diligent and faithful Diſcharge 
of it. How awful are the Words of that Apoſt le to 


his Son in the Faith! 7 Charge thee 
God, and the Lord Teſus Cl. 


faith he) before 


Quick and the Dead at his appearing,” and his Kingdom, 
Preach the Word, be inftant, in ſeaſon, out of ſea- 
ſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all Long-ſuffering- 
and Doctrine. Was this written for Timotby's ſake 
only ? Or for ours alſo? Doubtleſs for ours likewiſe, 
„. On whoſe Hearts therefore! it ſhould fall with ſuita- 


ble weight. And be we affected with it, and go, e- 


2 Tim. 4. 
brift, who ſhall judge the ** 


very one, ſtriving to do more than other, in this 
reat Work; yet ſo as to aſcribe all our doings to 
the Grace of Chriſt, and to look to him for the Suc- 


he · 


ceſs; for neither is he that planteth any Thing, nor 
hat watergth, but God that giveth the Ingreaſe. 
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H A T which yet remains, before we part; 
is to addreſs an Exhortation, give me leave 
to call it a Charge in Chriſt s Name to you, 
my dear Brother, who have now dedica- 
ted your ſelf, and have been very ſolemnly dedicated 
to the Service of Chriſt in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
which I truſt has left ſuch a truly indelible Character 
and Impreſſion upon you, as that you will remember 
this Day by a good Token as long as you live, as the 
Day in which your Heart was more than ever fixed, 
for God, as the Maſter you love, and reſolve. by his 
Grace to live and die with; and your Ear bor d to his 
Door-poſt, to ſerve him for ever; never to go out free 
from his Service, but to go oy more and more free in it. 
15 Think you hear Chriſt ſaying to you as he did to his b 
' Diſciples, when he had waſhed their Feet, and had ta- John 13. 
Len his Garments, and was ſet down again, Know ye not 12. 
what I have done to you? I ſay, what Chrift has done | 
to you, for it is He that purs you into the Miniſtry, not 1 Tim. 2. 
we. Do you know, do you conſider, what an Ho- 13. 
nour he has put upon your Head, what a Truſt he has 
lodg'd in your Hand, and what a Bond he has laid upon 
your Soul? And will you not next conſider what he 
expects and requires from you, in Conſideration of this 


— 
% 


1 


which he has done to you? | ; „ 
I hope you have ſuch a Senſe of the Excellen- 
cy of the Work to which Chriſt has called you, 
and its dire& Tendency to advance the Honour 
of your Creator and Redeemer, and the true om 
The k are 
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7 he Exhortation ſomewhat Enlarge. 

1 fare of your Fellow Creatures and Fellow Chriftians, that 1 
RB | if we ſhould now ſay to you as Elijah ſaid to Eliſha, © 
| r Kings hen he had eaſt his Mantle over him, Go, return, 
T9. 20. ſor mhat have I done to these? you would reply, as 
— I, 5 3 . 75 7 to 05 wa] or to of x 1 
, rom following after thee ; for fram the Plough, to which 
10 9. I have this Day laid my Hand, I truſt I ſhall never fo 
1 Chr, much as look back.. The Lord keep it always in the Ima- 
3 29. 18. Snatian of the Thought of your Heart, and eſtabliſh youh 
5 a re him] You have, as Fenhthab, open d 4 
2 Judg. 11. Way before kim? You ave, as Fephthah, your 
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35. Mouth unto the and you cannot go back, 


forward then in Gad's Name ; go on and proſper, and 
. the Lord be with jon ___ 4 
| You have this Day received a Commiſſion from the 


C 2 — according to the true Intent, and full Ex- 
Mo zent of the Inſtitution of the Goſpel Miniſtry, to be an 
24 Officer w his Arup, to train up his Soldiers to, and 
Jead them on in, all the Services of the Chriſtian War- 
fare; to be an * in his Kingdom, to ſee that his 
Laws be obſerved, his Ordinances kept, and the Peace 


1 and Order of his Kingdom preſer vd, for the Honour 
B of the Prince, and the Protection and Welfare of all 


The Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts, were ex- 

: —— Og employ'd to pep: Treaty 

; on foot between God and fallen Man: To them firſt 

* = Cor. 5, was committed the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, Paſtors 
20. and Teachers are as Reſidents or Conſuls, to carry on the 


Treaty of Peace, and to maintain all the Branches of 
a that Commerce and Communication between Heaven 
1 8 and Earth, which is founded upon it; their Buſineſs 
is to negociate Affairs between Chriſt and his Church 5 - 
| they are taken from among Men, and ordained for Men 
| Heb. 5. I. in things pertaining to Gad, as the Prieſts under the 
A | Law were; that Chriſt may have the Rents, Honours 
and Services, which he was to receive from his 
| Church; and the Church may have the Favours and 
| Benefits which it is to receive from Chriſt, 
| Now, as the Officers in a Kingdom or Corporation 
| are commonly ſworn to execute the Office they are put 
| into according to Law; ſo you are this Day ſworn, as 
| it were, to do the Work of a Golpel Miniſter, accor- 


ding to Chriſt's Inſtitution, * 
. | hs 


OY 11 is 3 en FI you ede un ; 
at | 8 what the Baſineſs of your Office is, and what 
„ the Work that york are called to; that you may both 
m | pere and apply yoor- ſelf accordingly. ' I doubt not 

_-  Þ bat 764 know it, and have: conſider d it, yet 1 c 
voa will now give tne Leave to pat you in mind of b . 4 
1 4 my felfros, This Charge is given you; O Time 7 
ſo Ml ty that which i — dd It; W 4 1 
E _ Nas that is committed to you, and which yon 
T 1 en ſhortly ports an 5 wy of, and therefore ĩt con- po 
derne you to by Aferey obtained from the 
G0 1 TDoerd. You 545 wit — the Truſt, acquaint your 
nd elf with SY and be faithful to it, that you diary wag 

e © 1 Great Day give a good Account of it. 
the 1B, there is a committed to you in — 
ww” with all Chriſtians, and that is, your GI Sud 
3 - this Charge therefore we — to — — in the ſirit 
nd Place, which Saint Pan im Take Feed 1 Tim. 4 
. wil ſelf, as thou my” Tesa felf 3 And to che 16, 
on Take heed your ſcloes. Ace 20, 
. 40 — 2 * bebe G ede Peoples 28. 
ou! © |= Souls that are Larelef ef their own, and to guide others 

6 in the way to Heaven that appear not at all follicitbak 

| 14 to find the Way thither themſelves, or ſeem as if the 

* had fund ſome other May than thitef ſtrict and-ſers 
* 4 ons Godlineſs, Which the Scripture directs alt 
ot - and to which they direct others tox/ who in another 
— Þ# Senſe muſt join With the Spouſe: in her Confeſli 

Wo Thry made me the Keeper of the Vineyards, bur mb ei Cant. 1.6, 
s of Pineyard have Int E. 5 93063 
„„ Look well to the State of ue en Wat, and the 
news Terins on which it ffarids With God; and there matte 
>; ſare Work about your Calling and'Eletion' ; make it 
Men more and more ſure to your Telf mY — more e- 7 
- | dent, that you may be able to e by Expervence, * 
„ and then you will ſpeak beft of R Arete and the 

his Ne Births of Unton with Cho 26d of Recontilk 
and ation to God, and Communion wich God thro! him; 


may be able 1 to ſay in ſome Meafufe with the Apoſtle, 
That which 1 hav fern and heard, lob d upon, taſted, 1 John 1. 
and handed of the Woyd of Lije, that declare 1 n. 
you, that you may hause Fall with ß. 

Look well to the Frame of your own 19 57 that you 


yok only approve your Tolf a Ghiiftiaw inde 
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1 any Soul, he brings both along With him; and our 
Lord Jeſus, in thoſe tmo remarkable Operations of his 


Luke 24. 


45, 32. 


| that you always maintain a C 
dlence it. You have made it appear to us at this time; 
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that your Judgment is rightly: inform'd concerning 
the Things of God, now make it appear that there is à 
Divine Heat accompanying the Divine Light; for 
where ever the Sn of Righteouſneſs ariſeth upon 


upon the Minds of his Diſciples, -after his Reſarre&i- 
en, his Opening their Underſtandings to underftand the 
Scriptures,” and his Making their Hearts to burn within 
them, gave a Specimen of what he would do for and in 
all his faithful Miniſters. dof el ag nt Po ON RY IE: 

As we ſhould labour to underſtand that our ſelves 
which we would lead others into the Underſtanding of, 
ſo we ſhould our ſelves be affected with that where- 
with we deſire to affect others for the Expreſſions of 


Seriouſneſs and Earneſtneſs are but Afectation, fur- 


8 
3. 


» 4 A. 
. : * 
F 


: ther than as they flow from trus Affection. Let what 
we lay come from the Heart, and then it will be like- 


ly to reach to the Heart. But whatever Influence it 


5 * 
, — 9 5 
. * * > % 


I Tim, 
* 15. 


has upon orhers, let us take Care that it have a good 


Influence upon own: ſelves, that we be leavened by it, 


and deliver d into the Mold of it; that one poor Joul 
at leaſt may be the better for every Sermon we preach 
chat is our ww. 198 


} 173 SITS. 2M) af 
+» I'have often, with a great deal of Pleaſure thought 


— mighty Advamage, which we that are Miniſters 
; 


e above others, for the keeping up of our Acquain- 
tance with Heaven and the carrying on of the Inte- 


reſts of the Spiritual and Divine Life in the Soul; that 


the Buſineſs of our Profeſſion is ſuch as obligeth us to 
be much in Converſe with the Seriptures, and the 
Things of God, te meditate on thoſe things, and give 
our ſelves wholly: to them. And beſides, our tated 
Devotions, in {ecret, and in our Families, which we 
have more Time for than thoſe have whoſe Buſineſs 
lies in the World, we have Occaſion to be frequent 


* 
* 


in Prayer with the Sick, and the Afflicted, and the 


Families of our Friends; and in good Diſcourſe with 
them, which if it be; as it ought to be, a Pleaſure to 


xs, and we be in it as in our Element, it will be ſome - 
thing more, twill be a Profit to us, and unleſs we be 
very much wanting to our ſelves, will contribute a- 
PHT." = bundantly 


* 


w Exhortation-ſonewhat Enlarged: , 73 

"FR bundantly- to the Preſperiq of our own Su, 
Let this is not all: Look well to the Tenor of your 

Converſation, that it be even and regular, and ſuch as 
becomes your Character; that by the Exemplarinejs f 

that you may be Preaching daily to thoſe with whom  * 
you converſe. It is not enough that it be blameleſs 

and harmleſs, and without Rebuke: but your Light muſt 

* every thing that is virtuous and praiſe- wor- 
thy. Tis not enough ior us that are Miniſters toſay, + 
None have learn d a Ill by us, but what Good have 

hey learn d? Tis part of the Charge to Timothy, | 

Be thou an Example of the Believers, in Mord, in Con- 1 Tim. 4. 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. - 
*Tis not enough that we do not pull down with one 

g Hand what wẽe build up with t other, but we m__ \ 

55 | build up with both Hands, both with our Doctrine an 
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. with our Exanple; then and then only are we burn: 

ar 8 and frining Lights. The Account we have of our 

«ph Maſter is of what he began both zo do and 10 teach, Acts 1. f. 
Le which is an Intimation to us, that our Teaching " (LF 

: it Doing ſhould be of a Piece. © 5 5 . 


4 . Secondly, There is a Truſt. committed to you as 4 - 
r | comm y 
od | Miniſter, which you muſt be true to: Every Servant 


1 in the Houſe has his Work aſſign'd him, but the Stew- 
$ h ard is not only employ d but intruſted; there is more 


ACE teferr'd to his Prudence and Care than to the othet | 

3 Servants: Now the Miniſters of Chrift are Stewards of 1 Cor. r. 
the Myſteries of God, and it is required in Stewards that 

they be faithful; they are Rulers in the Houſhold un- 
der the Maſter, to give them their Portion of Meat in Luke 12. 
due Jraſon, and in order to the due Diſcharge of their 47 
Truſt, have need to be wiſe as well as faithful. Now 
when a Steward enters into his Office, tis uſual to 
"Bb him a particular Account of the Things put into 
bis Hand, and the Truſts committed to him; the 
Keys of ſuch and ſuch a Store-houſe are lodg'd with 


7460 him, and he is to be accountable for what is in it, atid 

—— what is given out of it. Perhaps Chr iſt alluded to this 

f the when hie gave to Peter the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- Mat. 16. 
with ven, and in him to all faithful Miniſters Who are in- 19. 

8 truſted to diſpenſe the unſearthable Riches of Chriſt, 

ome - | and that Kingdom, according to the Direction of 

ne be their Lord, and fot his Honour, Fl 

ite a- e 0 
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2 Tim. 3. and throughly furnigged for every Good Word and 


M hs 4. N ; 
When the Levites had their Hands fill d, as the He-. 
brew Phraſe is for Conſecrativn, that is, had the Charge 
| of the Sanctuary committed to them, and the Parts and 
. _ Utenſils of the Tabernacle put under their Cuſtody, 
each of the three Families had their Part committed 
to them, and knew what they were to take Care of, 
Num. 3. and account for: The Koharhires bad the Charge of 
25,3136. the Ark, the Table, the Altars, and the Veſſels of the 
Sanctuary; the Gerſbonites of the Tent, the Curtains, 
and Hangings, Cc. the Merarites of the Boards, Bars, 
Pillars, Cc. Thos Care was taken, that each ſhould 
=—4. 32. know his Charge ; and it is ſaid, that the Inſtruments 
of the Charge of their Burden were reckoned to them by 
Name; that they might be engaged to the utmoſt ? 
Circumſpection in the Diſcharge of their Truſt. 
_ Give me leave, Brother, in like Manner to be par- 
ticular in giving you an Account of the Holy Things 
put into your Hands, that good thing which is commt- - 
ted to you to keep, not by any Skill or Strength of your N 
1 Tim. 1. So Put by the Holy Ghoft that dwelleth in us; And! ; 
14. hope you. will not think we take too much upon us, if 
1 Tim. 6. ye charge you in the Sight of God, who quitkeneth all i 
E3 14+ things, and of Chriſt Jeſus, who before Pontius Pilate, 
witneſſed a good Confeſſion, That you keep this Command- 
ment without Spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of 
_ our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: And in the Diſcharge of this 
Stewardſhip, remember that our Maſter expects we 
ſhould approve our felves both fairhful and wiſe Ser- 
vants, as thoſe that through Grace have both Sill and 
_ Wil for our Work, a 
_ Firſt, You muſt faithfully and wiſely explain and 
apply the Oracles of God; You have declared, that you 
receive the Holy Scriptures as of Divine Authori- 
ty, and the ftanding Rule of your Faith and Practice, 
and as ſuch we commit them to you to be your Trea- 
fury and Touch-ſtone, the Fountain from whence you 
muſt derive your Knowledge, and the Foundation;on 
Which you muſt build your Faith ; for by them is the 
Man of God perfect, accompliſh'd as a Man of God, 


17. Work. | 
Deut. 17. The Book of the Law was committed tò the Cuſlo- 
18. dy of the Prieſts; and it is a very proper and ſignifi- 
cant Uſage in ſome Churches, to put the Bible — 
e the 
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the Hand of Miniſters, when they ordain them, thats 
one of the great things we commit to you; keep the 
Bible as à facred Depofiturn of ineſtimable Value, which 
being a Light ſpiming in u dart Place, it's not ſtrange if 


# 4 


18 
Je * f 
r- aſters of, 'and/ſerve_Chriſt and his Church with; 


d Il they ſpeak not according to that Rule, i. i becauſe 
there is not tliat Light in them that ſhould be. Yo 
dl » have a Goſpel to preach, not a Goſpel to make; — 
ou then only are faithful to your Commiſſion, hen you 
ri- ſtrictly purſue your InſtruRions; and deliuex all that 
de, and that only, which yow-lave received of the Lord 
ea in its native Parity and Simplicic, es one that dares 
ou not add thereto, or diminiſi from it, nor make any 
on i Alteration. N S421 3 $243”; 8 4 1 4286. 10 3 1 
he Study the true and genuine Senſe of-Scripture, by 
od, conſulting the Originals, and comparing: ſpiritual things 


ind with 2 ; and reſt not in Scripture Words a 
Phraſes,” without underſtandihg the true Import and 
lo- Intention of them, and doing what you can that thoſe 


ifi vos ſpeak. to may rightly uderſtand it too; for what 
will it avail us herere in cortice, to worſhip in the out- 
e L 2 Bible 
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56 The Exhertation ſomewhat Enlarged. 
Rom.7.9. Bible at his Fingers Ends, and yet owns he was with« 
out the Lam, becauſe he was a Stranger to the true In- 
tent and Meaning of it; and what doth it profit then? 
Nay, if we do not take Pains througbly and truly to 
underſland the Scripture, we ſhall: be in danger of 
handling it deceitfully, and wreſting it to our omn and 
2 Pet. 3. others Deſtruction. In plain Texts keep to the plain 
16. Senſe-; in difficult ones be modeſt and humble in your 
Rom. 12. Searches, and keep to the Proportion of Faith, expound- 
n ing them by thoſe that are more plain. 
Accuſtom your ſelf to a Scripture Language; and 
labour to be ready as well as mghty in the Scriptures, 
1 Cor. 2. that you may ſpeak of Divine Things, in the Words . 
13. which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; for in thoſe Words 
they are brought with the moſt Power, both to con- 
vince and to comfort. Do what you can therefore to 
make them familiar both to your ſelves and to your 
Hearers. Whence can we better fetch both Strength 
and re to what we ſay, than from the Scrip- 
„ „ > -- 4 ee IO ee e nA 
la order to all this, Learneſtly wiſh that the Read - 


| Heathens and Turts; but for the bringing up of, thoſe. 


the Word, for the increaſing of their Know! 
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that are horn within the Church, as they come up 2 
Years of Underſtanding; and the building up of thoſe 
that are grown — 1 who as long as they are 

on this ſide Heaven, need the conſtant e of 

ü | age, 
the refreſhing of their Memories, the aſſiſting of 

their Meditations and Devotions, and the- directing 
of their Affections and Converſations ; beſides the Ne- 
ceſſity there is of it, for the Conviction and Convery | 
{ion of Sinners, even in Chriſtian Nations: I charge 2 Tim. 4. 

von therefore, before God and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 1, 2. | 


. who ſhall judge the quick and the dead. at his appearing, 


and "his Kingdom; Preach the Word, the pure. Wor 

of God, be conſtant, be inftant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, 
reprove, ' rebuke, exhort, with all Long-ſuffering. and 
Dottrine, Prepare for this part of your Work; it is 

the Wiſdom of the Preacher, ſtill. to teach the People 
Knowledge ; let him give good heed, and ſeek out, and 

ſet in order many Proverbs ; let him ſtudy to find out Eccl. r2, 
acceptable, profitable Words. Manage it as an Ordi- 9» 10. 
nance of Chriſt, inſtituted for the a vancing of his Ho» 
nour and Intereſt, and therefore preach nat your ſelf 2 Cor. 4, 
but Chrift Feſus the Lord, as one -that has determin 8 25 
to know not hing, but Chrift and him cruciſied, and de- 8 * 
ſires to acquaint others with him. Preach Chriſt, Bro. * 

ther, ſaid an aged Miniſter to one that ask'd his Ad; 

vice; Whatever you do, preach Chrift, _ . 7 Sas 
Prayer is another Divine Inſtitution, and you are 

to give your ſelf to that, as well as to the Afiniſtry of Acts 6. 4; 


the Word; and this Part of your Work is as neceſſa- 
ry to be done, and to be done well, as that. You 
muſt be the People's Mouth to God to declare all their 
Concerns to him, as well as God's Mouth to them ta 
declare all hi: Counſel to them; and for this alſo you 
muſt prepare by Meditation and ſecret Prayer, and 


| acquainting your. ſelf more and more with the Sree 
W tures and your own Heart, and the ſeveral Caſes 


both of Saints and Sinners. Know. and obſerve the 
great Intentions of this Ordinance, not to preſcribe 
fo the Providence of God, but to plead and put in ſuit 


his Promiſes, to give him the Honour due to his Name; 


and to fetch in that Grace, Strength, and Comfort, 
which he has ençgurag'd us to ask and hope for, be 
at 1 85 1 . e 8 t d 
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An zeach others to ball it ſo too. 


55 de Are ſanctiſed; aid get your Heart affecte 
the gteat Things cfitaind in thoſe Ordinanres that 


- 
* * 
, 722 
. 


my 


the Name of Chrilt ; keep this in your View im eve- 


| 'Fy Prayer. ; . | Any 
| + The Lord's Day in u Divine Inſtitution; the Re- 


- Hous Obſervation'of one Day in Seven to the Honour 
-of God, is as ancient as the World; the fixing" of 
that to the Firſt Day of the Week in Honouf of 
Chriſt 8 the Dead, is as ancient as the Cr i- 
ian Church; and the Thing it ſelf is nereffary to 
the keeping up of Religion in the World, and there 
fore flüdy to keep up the Honour of the Chriſtian 


N that you may k. 1 3 of it; call 


A Delight, the Holy of the L 


rd, and Honourable, 


An 


» 


be Two Sactaments'of Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper, you are likewiſe introfted With the Admini- 
frration of, and muſt therefore ſtudy the Nature of 
Them, and fürniſh your ſelf well with' that which is 
28 and proper to be ſaid in the Adminiſtration 
770 both in the Word and Prayer, 4 which | 

| 2d with | 


* % 


- . Foo may admijniſter"them not only ſo as to inſtrult, 
* * 


o 28 to affe others alſo. Arid in all yb,HHH˙ mi 


« » ©  SiRtrations þ4v2'ay Fye to the Kata, that's your 
Warrant on which-you muſt depend for your Autho- 


rity; and therefote that muſt be your Role to which 
you muſt adhere fo your Direction. Ses thon do all, 
according to the Pattern mo rd ther in the Mum. 
TY Thirdly, You mt faithfully and wiſely "maintain 


x: Thef. b. 1d defend the great Traths of »he Goſpel; from the be- 
— Facing the Goſpel was preached with much Cuntenti- 
7, an 


57, and our Lord Jeſus himfelf' endur d the Cntradi- 
Rion of Sinners, and the like muſt be ſtill expekked, 
Hill we come to that World where there is no pricking 
Briar, nor grieving Thorn. The Miniſters of "Chr 

e not only Labourers in his Vineyard, but Adu. 
te, for him at the Bar, to plead his Cauſe, Soldiers 
or him in the Eield to fight his Battles, and you muſt 
furniſn your ſelf accordingly. gx. 
There are Matters in variance among good Chri- 


fians and good Proreſtants, like thoſe of old about 


Meats and Days, ir which we müſt Study mutual: for- 
bearance, humbly and honeſtly walking according to 
the Light God has given us, and charitably m_— 
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to the Goſpel we are the Miniſters of, by ate Dre” 


and | Deifts, Socinians and Papifts, againſt whom we 
muſtcontend earneſtly: for the Faith, once delivered ta Jude 3. 
the Saints, and to whom we muſt not give place by: 
lhjection, uo not for an Hour, that the Truth of the 
| may continue with us; in Controverſies of this 
Nature, you muſt know how to handle your Arme, F 
and to fand to them, thoſe Weapons of om marfare* Cor. to, 
vrhich tho ot carnal, yet are mighty through Goa 6 pet. : 
the pulling dawn of Satans ftrong-holds ; muſt be able 915 3. 
give 4 Reaſon of the Hope t hat is in you, and o co a 
vince Gain-ſayers ;, in Meekneſs,and yet with all Faith. 23. 
fulneſs, inſtrucling thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 
. Ordinarily it may be beſt ax your Preacungs 
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handle the Truths of the Goſpel as if they were n& 
ver cantroverted, ſetting them before People in their 
true Light and Evidence, and rather obviating 
and anticipating Objections than raiſing them; but 
ſtill you muſt be furniſhed with Auſwers, whenever 
there is occa ſion for them, to thoſe that captradath 
Know what to ſay, and be ready to ſay it, to thoſe 
that queſtion the Being of God, and the Dominion 

of his Providence, that oppoſe the Scripture and Di- 
vine Revelation, that ſet up any other Light and 
Power in Competition with it; to thoſe that | 
the Trinity, the Godhead: of Chriſt and his Satisfav 
ction; and to thoſe that advance the Pope's Suprema- 
cy and Infa}libility, that worſhip Images and give 
that Honour to Creatures which is due to God and 
Chriſt only; here you muſt put on Reſolution, .and 
Holy Zeal, and ſer your Face as'a Flint, and never be- 
tray, theſe great Truths of Chriſt by a cowardly S. 
lence, but in Things wherein the Lord your Gad it 
jealous, be you ſo too. Buy the Truth, and Sell ut not ; 
as you need not diſtruſt your Cauſe, ſo you need not 
diſtruſt him whoſe Cauſe it is; his Advocates ſhall 

| Never want Inſtructions; but if you humbly and bo- 
neſtly depend upon his Aſſiſtance, and aim at his Glo- 
Pot ſhall be given you in: hat ſame Hour what ye al 
JPeak, n e 

There are ſome controverted Things in which we 

muſt be careful not to run into Extremes; we muſt. — 
bold faſt both the Truth as it is in Jeſus, the Truth Eph. 4.216 


* 


nm $5 The Exhortation ſomewbat Enlarged: © 
JP ich gives all the Honour to Chriſt, and exalts Free 
Tit. 1. 1; Grace; and yet we muſt hold faſt the Truth which is 
. dfter Godlineſs, the Truth which ſtrengthens our Ob- 
-. ligations to Holineſs in Heart and Life. The Goſpel 
doth not make void the Law; but perfect, it. Duty 
. muſt be done and muſt be preach'd, but ſtill Chriſt 
$1.8 muſt be all in all, both for Strength and Righteouſ- 
Ws neſs; What ſeeming Differences there may be be- 
t ween one Scripture and another, your Buſineſs: muſt 
be to atcommodate them, not to aggravate them, for 
Ve are ſure there are no real Differences; and when 
3 we meet with Difficulties that we cannot ſolve, let 
— 1 us abide by that which is plain and without Contro- 
| i verſie, and wait till God ſball reveal even this unto us. 
_ © Fourthly, You muſt faithfully and wiſely - preſide in 
Religious Aſſemblies, for as a Miniſter, you are ap- 
pointed to be one of the Stewards of Chriſt's Courts, 
Eccl. 12. and one of the Maſters of thoſe Aſſemblies, The Ho- 
ils ly Convocation is a Divine Appointment, Tho every 
rticular Family and Perſon a- part might get the 
Knowledge of God's Will from his Word, and praiſe 
him, and pray to him, yet he has ordain'd that Chri- 
ftians ſhould aſſociate at ſtated Times for his Wor- 
ſhip, under the Conduct of a Goſpel Miniſtry ; the 
Jews had their Synagogues, which it was our Saviour's 
Cuſtom to attend in, with his Neighbour's every Sab- 
bath Day, to ſet us an Example. Religious Aſem- 
blies are appointed for the Glory of God and Chriſt, 
for the keeping up of a Face of Religion in the World, 
for the joint Profeſſion of our moſt Holy Faith and 
Hope, and a joint Concurrence in Prayers and Praiſes, 
and for the teſtifying and promoting of Holy Love; 
to be Pledges of the 893 of Saints, and Ear- 
neſts of Heaven, 2 OTE 
God promiſeth to Foſpua, that if he will keep his 
Zech. 3. Charge, he ſhall keep his Courts: Theſe Courts you 
7· are to keep for him, in his Name, and not your omn, 
Will for his Honour, and not for your own, and fo as to an- 
| ” _ ſwer the great Deſigns of their Inſtitution. God's 
j Tabernacles axe amiable, ſtudy to make them more 
| | and more ſo ; his Service reaſonable, evidence that it 
li is ſo; the Aſſemblies of his People are both his Praiſe 
Hi. and his Pleaſure, let us therefore preſide in them, 
ſo as that he may be both prais'd and pleas'd. Wie 
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of it, or tends to diſtract an 
from it, be ſaid, or done, or ſuffer'd in our Aſſem- 


ſworn, that 


CP rn IG GO STS * A 
* I . 


fore the Lord, remember it is your Buſineſs as their 


Mouth to preſent them to him, both as Learners at 
bis Feet, and Supplicants at his Foot-ſtool, and have 
this in your Eye. | | | 


Let every Thing in our Religious Aſſemblies be 
done decently, and in order, as becomes the Solemnity 
of them, and nothing that's Vain or Light, that ſul- 
lies the Beauty of the Service, interrupts the Thread 

d draw away the Mind 


blies; but let every Part of the Service be manag'd 
with that 


rum which becomes thoſe that Worſhip God in the Spi- 


rit, and know and conſider who he is with whom we 


have to do, and what it is we have to do with him: 


So that if an Unbeliever or one prejudic'd ſhould come 1 Cor. 14. 
in, he might ſee and ſay, that God is with us of a*4 25.5 
Truth. This Charge therefore we commit to you, 


that you maintain the Honour of Religious Aſſem- 


blies, for that will redound much to the Honour of 


Chriſt, who has promis'd to be there where Two or 
Three are gather d together in his Name. 


_ Fifthly, You muſt faithfully and wiſely witneſs a- 


gainft Sin, and carry on the Holy War againſt it, for 
the ſuppreſſing of it, the breaking of its Power, and 


the „ its Prevalency, for the Lord hath Exod. 17. 
will have War with that Amalek, that 16. 


Enemy to his Church and People, that Rebel againſt 
his Crown and Dignity, from Generation to Generati- 
on. Every baptized Chriſtian is a lifted Soldier, but 
every Miniſter a commiſſion'd Officer, to fight under 
Chriſt's Banner againft Sin, the World and the Devil; 
your Buſineſs therefore is toftrive againſt Sin, to ſtrive 
2 it in your ſelf, in others, in thoſe eſpecially 
that are under your Charge. mw 
Bear your Teſtimony againſt all Inſtances of Vice 
and [mmorality, all appearances of Sin, and approa- 


ches towards it. That which is confeſſedly Evil, and 


a Violation of the Law of God, faithfully reprove it, 
and warn againſt it; that thoſe who have ſinned may 


de brought to Repentance, and others may hear and 


fear. Here you muſt be zealouſly affected, as the An- 


gel of the Church of Epheſus, that could not bear them Rev. 2. 2, 
M which 


- 


riouſneſs, and Reverence, and due Deco- 
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| the Sons of God come «nook to preſent themſelves be-Job 1. 6. 
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which were evil, and hated, tho not the Perſons, vet 
John 2. the Deeds of the Nicolaitans, which Chrift alſo bated, 
19. here the Zeal of God's Houſe ſhould even eat us wy, | 
/ "and make us ſo far to forget our ſelves, as not to fear 
| a Man. ES : ps: P 
To e Charge given to God's Prophets, was to cauſẽ 
Ezek. 16. Jeruſalem a . her ee To ſhew the 
A th 2 Houſe of Faceb their Sins, and herein to cry aloud, 
55, I and not to ſpare; not ſpare them, not ſpare them- 
| ſelves. A Miniſter is a Reprover in the Gate, a Re: 
prover by Office, and therefore ought to ſpeak as ha- 
bving Authority, and to be bold for God; O that we 
| were all more ſo! And had we but more Boldneſs in 
the Cauſe of Chriſt now, it would be a comfortable 
Tit. 1. 13. Earneſt to us of Boldneſs in the Day of Chrift ſhortly. 
Jude 23. Some Sinners muſt be rebuked ſharply, and ſav d with 
' *- - fear, plucking them out of the very Fire. And this Con - 
ſideration ſhould awaken us to a Holy Zeal herein, 
that we have no other way of delivering our Souls, but 
by warning the wicked Man of his Sin and Danger. 
Wwe do not reprove our 7 we ſuffer Sin 
upon him, and are im danger of bearing Sin for him. 
In the Difference that aroſe between Chriſt's Dif- 
ciples that follow'd him, and another that ceft out De- 
2M Vils in his Name, but did not follow with them; Chriſt 
| Mok 9. laid down this Rule of Charity, He that is not again s 


Lev. 15. 
17. 


me is with me; but in the Controver ſie between Chriſt 
. and Beelzebub, between Holineſs and Wickedneſs, he 
Mat. 12, laid down this Rule of Zeal, He that is not with me i 
30. againſt me. | . 
S:xthly, You muſt faithfully and wiſely ſeparate be- 
tween the Precious and the Vile. It was requir'd of 
Lev. 10. the Prieſts, that they ſhould put a Difference between 
10. holy and unholy, between unclean and clean; and this 
 was-the Condition of a Prophet's acceptance with 
Fer 5.19. God, If thou take out the precious from the vile, thou 
fhalt be at. my Mouth, Not that we muſt pretend 
throughly to part between the Tares and the Wheat, 
the Sheep and the Goats in this World, that will ne- 
ver be done, till the Son of Man ſhall ſit on the Throne 
his Glory; yet Chriſt has lodg d with his Miniſters 
a Power according to the Word to bind and looſe. 
In your Preaching you muſt diſtinguiſh as the Go- 
ſpel doth, that you may ſpeak Terror and Comfort 
| on 9M 
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ts thoſe to whom they reſpectively belong, and may © 
neither trengehen the Hands of the Wicked, nor make Ezek. 13. 
the Hearts of the Righteons ſad, whom, God would not 227. 
have to be made ſad.” The Buſineſs of the Steward, is Xx 
to give to every one their Portion of Maat in due ſe . 
fon; to every one that which is appointed for them; - i 
is fit for them; and oo muſt do ſo, by dividing 2 Tim. 2. 
the Mord ef Truth aright.'. Suum cuique + Acquaint 11. | 
your ſelf with, and then accommodate your ſelf to 
the State of the Souls of, thoſe you preach to, that 
they may readily ſay, ths3 i} or me, it ſuts my Caſe, 
In admmiſtring pecial Ordinances; You mult go 
by Rule, and not lay them in common. Thoſe W . 
are ignorant or ſcandalaus,:and openly profane and vi- 
cious, ought not to be admitted to ent of the Holy 
Thing: now under the Goſpel, any more than they 
that were ceremonially unclean under the Law. Pro- 
cul hint prorul inde profani. We cannot know Men's 
Hearts, but muſt be guided by a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, to do that which Will be moſt for the Honour 
of Chriſt and his Inſtitutions, and for the welfare of 
Fthe Soca alen % 2 {os 
Seventhly, Vou maſt faithfully and wiſely. Comfort 
aftitted. Cunſciences. The great Shepherd gives the 
Under-ſhepherds. a -patticular; Charge, to ſtrengthen . > '! 
thoſe of the Flock that are diſeaſed, to hral that Whick 
is ici, to bind up that which is brotem, and to bring Ezek. 34, 
again that which is driven away from him therefore 1 
take this Part of your: Charge. Comfort. ye, comfort Ila. 40. I; 
y People, ſaith your God to his Prophets, ſpeak ye 
* comfortably 'to Lion. Among : thoſe that have ſpiritu- 
al Senſes :exercis'd, there cannot but be ſome that are 
wounded: in Spirit; learn how to deal with ſuch 7 x 
| how to pour Oil into their Wounds, and to bind 2 
them up. - Thoſe have indeed the Tongue of the 
Learned, that know-how:to ſpeak « Word in ſeaſon to Iſa. 50. 4. 


% 


17 


them that are ek. 8 | 
Learn how to deal tenderly. with them; and with 
a Spirit of Meekneſs, putting your Soul into their Souls 
ſtead; that you may heal their Bruiſes, and yet not 
heal them lightly, may not add to their Trouble, 
and yet may not ſnew them the wrong way to Peace. 
| Their Caſe is often difficult, and to be fludied, but 
very compaſſionable, and 17 to be ſligbted. * 
. | | 15 k 
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be Exhortation fomewhat Enlarged. 
Direct thoſe that are of a /orrowful- Spirit, to 
fetch all their Comfort from Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
build their Hope on him; ſhew them the way to that 
Cry of Refuge; and teach them not to look for that 
in themſelves, which is to be had  Chrift only, that 
5 * Nighteouſueſs; nor for that on Earth which 
is to be had in Heaven only, that is, a perfect Holi- 
- | meſs; nor for that in the World which is to be had in 
God only, that is, a perfect Happineſ. He 
If their Souls refuſe to be comforted, and they heark- 
en not to you for anguiſh of Spirit, yet do not give up 
their Cauſe, but continue to ſpeak Comfort to them, 
Pſalm 97. and to pray for them; if indeed they be Righteous, 
II. Light and Joy are ſows for. them, and will come up 
again in due Time; and we muſt wait for it, as the 
Husbandman doth for the Harveſt, with long Patience. 
Remember it is a part of your Charge, to be a Help- 
er of the Foy of the Lord's People, and to be an In- 
ſtrument in the Hand of the Spirit as a Comforter. 
Eighthly, You muſt faithfully and wiſely intercede 
for the Church of God, and pray for all the Parts of it, 
and for the Advancement of all its Intereſts. God 
| hath ſer the Watchmen upon Jeruſalem's Walls#for 
| this Purpoſe, that they may cry Day and Night to 
IIa. 62. 6, him, an give him no reft until he eſtabliſo, and till he 
Ea make Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth. Receive this 
Charge therefore among'the reſt, to pray conſtantly 
and earneſtly for the Peace of Jeruſalem; yea, and 
for the welfare of all Men, and the Fruits of- Divine 
Compaſtion to the whole World that lies in wicked- 
- neſs ; for ſo extenſive muſt your Interceſſions be, not 
1 Tim, 2. only io all Saints, but in the firſt place for all Men. 
1. Publick Perſons muſt be of publick Spirits; which 
| Chrift intimated when he taught his Dilciples to pray, 
Our Father, as taking along with them all that can 
call God Father, even thoſe to whom he is ſo only by 
Creation. You are eſpecially. to bear Zion s Concerns | 
much upon your Heart, as Aaron did the Names of 
all /rael in his Breaſt : plate, when he went in to Mi- 
Diſter ; hereby you muſt teſtifie- your Love to the 
whole Family that is named from Chris, and muſt 
keep up the Communion of Saints, and do your en:; 
deavour to enlarge the Hearts of thoſe among whom 
you Miniſter, to a Catholick Concern for alf that in 
. 5 8 4 : every 
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both theirs and ours. As in our Family Worſhip we 2. 

ſhould pray for all Chriſtian Families, ſo in our pub- 

lick Worſhip, for all Chriſtian Aſſemblies, which you, 

as Preſident therein, have the Charge of. 54 8 
In Times of deſolating threatning Judgments,when 


the Hand of God is gone forth againſt a People, it is 
expected, that Aaron ftand between the Living and the 


Dead, with his Cenſer in his Hand, to ſtay the Plague; 

that the Priefts, the Lord's Miniſters, weep between the Joel 2.17. 
Temple and the Altar, ſaying, Spare thy People, O Lord; 

That they beſeech God _ 12 i 

they be Prophets, faith Jeremiah, and if the Word of Jer. 27. 
the Lord be with them, let them make Interceſſion to the 18 · 


Lord of Haſts. If we cannot otherwiſe be ſerviceable 


to the Publick, we may and ought to be ſo by our 
Prayers : And how much the Iſſue of the Struggle 


between yo and Amalek in the Vally, depends upon Exod. x7. - 
the Conſtancy and Faith of the Interceſſors in the 11. 


Mount, that hold up their Hands to God, we cannot 
tell; but it would be very fad, if by our Neglect to 
ray for it, or by our Formality and Careleſneſs in 
er, the righteous glorious Cauſe of God and Reli- 
gion ſhould be fHarv d and lot, © 
Ninthly, You muſt faithfully and wiſely tranſmit 


that good thing which is committed to you pure and entire 


to the next Generation; you muſt not only keep it 


your ſelf, but keep it for, and leave it with, thoſe that 


ſhall come after you, that one Generation may praiſe _ 
God's Work unto another. Timothy muſt commit 2 Tim. z. 


what he has heard and receiv'd to faithful Men. That ** 
which was commanded our Fathers is made known to 
us, that we may make it known to our Children, and Plal. 78. 
they to the Children which ſhall be born, who ſhall ariſe 5, G. 


and declare it to their Children; ſuch Care as this 


muſt be taken (and may the Grace of God make it an 
. effe&tual Care!) to preſerve the Entail of Religion, 


that that Light may not die in our Hands, nor that 
Treaſure be buried in our Graves. 

We charge you with the Lambs of the Flock; have Iſa. 40. 
an Eye to them, a Tenderneſs for them: The firſt 11. 
Charge Chriſt gave to Peter was, Feed my Lambs; and 
the ſame Charge is given to all the under Shepherds, 
not only by the Precepts, but by the Example of oh 
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will be gracious tous. I Mal. 1. 9 
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and: gently leads rem. If Chriſt have ſuch a Concern 
for them, he expetts you ſhould, and you may expect 

x er therefore your Concern for them ſhall not be 
- Lead them therefore into the green Paſturet, and 
e hem beſide the ſtiil Haters ; lay before — 
Aa the Word of God, which is Adilt for Babes Let 
pour Doctrine drop upon them as the Rain; and labour 
to inſtill into their Hearts betimes the pleaſmg but 

" , __ Pommunding Principles of Love to God and Jeſus 
Chriſt; Delight in the Word and Prayer; Good 
Thoughts of Religion and the Ways of God, and joy» 


thing that may invite them, and win upon them to ſet 
their Faces Hraven- ward. „ 5% 
An Preaching, in Vilitit. 3 the Families under your 
Charpe, you muſt be a Teacher of Babes, for Chriſt 
zs ſo, and a very meek and compaſſionate one. The 
Outechixing of Toth is a very good Work, either pub- 
tickly/or privately, and if the Blefting of God go a- 

| | long with you in , it will contribute very to 
| the good Progreſs and Succeſs of all your other Work. 
Invite, encourage and perſwade, thoſe that are young, 

Iſa. 44. 3, to join themſelves. to the Lord in the Days of their 
$. Yoath, and to ſubſoribe with the Hand to be his; and 
if e do our Endeavours, tho we ſhould not gain our 
Point, it will be a Comfort to us, to have been 
found in the way of our Dutt. 


And now, Brother, you ſee hat the Truſt is that 
Is lodg'd in your Hand, and the Miniſtry. which you 
have received of the Lord Jeſus; you hear your 
Charge, what do you think of it? I doubt not but 
| you conſider'd it before you came under theſe B 
| and have already fitten down and counted the Coft ; am 
therefore I hope the repeating of this Charge, tho 
you ſee how great your Work is, and what Difficul- 
ties you muſt expect to meet with in it, yet it doth 
not make you repent your Choice, nor wiſh your ſelf 
at Liberty again ; nor make you e in 
thro' with the Uadertaking. This Uſe you ſhon 
make of it, to be brought to ſee your own utter In- 
e — 4 jb ſufficiency 


8 

=p 

a" 2 
= 

©." 

2 


147% PLT : Ty 2 ? 
Shepherd; who with a particular Care garhers | 


ile Lambs in his Arms; and carries them in his Bojom, 


ful Proſpects of the Glory to be revealed, and every 1 
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ſufciency for it, 
this to be ſaid? Ah, Lor 


comes t 


RN e d . On 


tation ſa 
by any A 


bility of your own: i A 


J am but a Child, unleſs God give me a Mouth and | 
Wiſdom. .. Is all this to be done? Ah, Lord Ged, I 


cannot do it, unleſs God work in me both to will and to Phil. 2. 


da of his own good Pleaſure: Who: is ſufficient for theſe 13. 
Things ? Whoever is, lam not. 

But inſtead of being diſheartned by the Greatneſs © 
of your Work, and the Difficulties that attend it, you. 
ſhould rather thereby be animated and ſtir d up to ſet 
about it, and go on in it with Reſolution, ſuch as be- 

mes the Chriſtian Hero, the good Soldier of- Jeſus 

Chriſt, that knows whom he has truſted, as well as 
what he is truſted with, and how to commit that a- 
gain to Chriſt, which Chriſt has committed te him 
agaiſt that Day. V oy 

Let me therefore ſay ſomething in the Cloſe, both 
to quicken you to your Work, and to encourage you im 
it; and not you only, but my ſelſ and other my Bre- 


. thren, who have laid our Hand to this Plough. 


Firſt, Let us propoſe to our ſelves ſuch onſidera- 
tions as are proper to quicken us to our Wark, and 
the Mligent faithful Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed 
in us. | | n 
1. The Things we are employ d about are of vaſt In- 
portance, and ſuch as highly deſerve our utmoſt Care 
and. Application. Our Buſineſs lies not in the little 


Trifles of Senſe and Time, in the Merchandize of Si- 


ver or the Gain of fine Gold; no, it has Reference to. 
the upper unſeen World, the World of Spirits; to the 
future State, the State of Retribution, and to this pre- 
ſent State only, with Regard to that. Let us often 
conſider, that we are dealing for an eternal God, with 
immortal Souls, about their everlaſting State, and we: 
ſhall ſee how well worthy our Buſineſs is of the whole 


Man. What an awful Thought ſhould that give us- 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning the Work of Mi- 


niſters, that they watch for your Souls, It's no time to Heb. 13. 

trifle when there's a Soul in the Caſe, and it's endleſs 17. 
Weal or Wo. . „„ gs; LE 
Thoſe that are concern'd about the Lives and E- 


Mates of their Patients and Clients, have need to be 


both alilful and careful ; much more ſhould thoſe be 


ſo that are concern'd about precious Souls, one of 


which | 


: Fg 
* 


* „ p Or POO n wien, TE RNA 2 NY 
1 bs * = \ 75 * 133 # #5 . II * 55 REN ES * e 
By A 4 VS 2 * a 3 * * Þ - we $A 3. PL ge N 8 s «x 
5 2 . Don 55 lin 75 * 4 
* 7 OW g * ? 9 = 
F . 2 
* * . * - i £7 "re 5 
- - e * . 
% A 18 
8 ry * 
: 3 7 
, 5 N > * # 
* 
* 0 £ 


rd God, I cannot ſpeak it, far Jer. 1. 5 : 
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| Man thanthe Carepf Souls ne baſed with 
his own Blood, and thereby taught us how | 
Value upon then. 


* 


dem ef God, his Kingdom among Alen, concerning 


with thoſe things What are all the Affairs of the King- 
doms of this World but Childrens Play? Tis the Word 

of Reconciliation that is committed to us, that Word by 
which we muſtall be judg'd ſhortly, and therefore we 


well. We work for Chriſt, who did his Work for us 
with indefatigable Induſtry, and did not fail, or was 
diſcouraged, nor gave it up till he could ſay, 1 have 
finiſhed the Work that was given me to do. Mr. Per- 
kins's Motto was, Miniſter Verbi Es, Hoc Age. If we 


Buſineſs; for it is a Word that will be a Savour either 
of Life unto Life, or of Death unto Death. 

2. Our Mafter's Eye is always upon us,where-ever we 

are, and whatever we are doing; whatever we ſay, 

whatever we think, he perfectly knows it, its Princi- 

ples, and all its Circumſtances. He ſees us when we 


offer the torn, and the lame, and the ſick, for Sacriſice, 


If we aim at ſelf, and at our own Praiſe, when we 
| ſhould ſeek the Honour of Chriſt, he is acquainted 


ring from bim. 


Now if God hath ſuch an obſerving Eye upon 


upon the Frame of our Spirits. 's Servants need 
not do better than to ſerve him with Eye Service, as 
long as they are under his Eye, and becauſe they are 
ſo: Miniſters that are more immediately employ'd 
- for him, are more immediately obſerved by him. 
1 Jam, 2. Thoſe that execute the Prieſt's Office are ſaid to walk 
38. before God. O that we could thus walk before him, 


s thoſe we have received Inſtructiom; and in comparifon | 
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are concern d to be skilful Maſters of our Buſineſs, and 
faithſul careful Miniſters to it. We work for Gad, 
and therefore ſhould ſee to it that we do our Work 


de Minifters of the Word of God, we muſt mind our 


trifle,and do the Work of the Lord deceitfully ; when we 


how plauſibly ſoever it may be palliated before Men. 
with thoſe corrupt Glances of an Eye that goes a who-. 


we ought to have a jealous Eye von our ſelves, and 


as always in his ſight, that that Conſideration: may Þ 
” | © 4 


which is of more Value than the Whole "World of- - 
ferior Creatures. What greater Care can lie pen > 
w to puta || = 
: A 5 5 7 E : P 5 * Þ A 4 
Acts 1. 3. Our Buſineſs lies in the Things pertaining to the Ring- bf 
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_ undone, when oak Titi is done; or | (whith per hape 
N be much ſooner) When our Opportanity is 


have fodo it in, we 


bt 
we have done to the Sonls of others, ahd got to our ou 


5 3 gh k ar Wofk with the'more 
courage. As it is the Terror of the 
rant, * it is the Pleaſure and 
ir of the good and faithful Servant, to 


5 tis 


1 P 7 25 e. If we take patns in ths 


| 10 fo int and; lively in Prayer alone, he 


| f hoy. ir ſecret Services to his Name, as he doth alſo” 
the ſectet Springs'of our püblick Performandes which -- 
Men cannot judge of, an nd if in theſe our Heatts be 


it with bim, aug WE approve br altes to him, 
ve may have thesSatisfaCtion of this, that he ap 


0 of us, "and LA We we 5 — 47 it's Fey mall 
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3. Our Time is very precious, and ou Day py haſt 
* towards 4 Period. When we ſee . deal of 
Work We have to oy and What a little Time we 
all ſee how much we are en- 

gig g'd by a doſe TE! of Mind to do a double 
ork in a ſingle that our Work may not be 


400% cannot but be conſcious to our res, that we 


have loft a great deal of Time; how many empty = 


ces are there in our Þeft Days, and how man 
in our worſt! What à great deal more yood might 


Souls, than we have, if we had been Baſſe! Nowy tho 
the Time that's jo cannot be Feral d, yet it may 
be redeem d; may be bought back with 4 * yh 
denial and „auth, in he Improvement of the 

fent Time; thus a ſpend thrift when he fees his Folly; 
and begins to tale 1h, knows he has no other way to 


recover his paſt Loſfes, but by being ſo much the 


more frugal for the future. O chat we would all 
Erps this good Husbandry, to be very wary in our 
— ry of Time; not to laviſh away A of the 
precious Moments of it in Impertinences; that an 
Hour ſav d is an Hour got, is a more valuable Princi- 
0 * than that 4 Penny ſavidi bs 4 
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96 The Exhnrtation | wed” 
We know not how little Lime may yet be before 
us, nor how ſoon and how ſaddenly we may de ene 
for home; our Commiſſion rund durante bene plarits, © 
and we may be diſplac d at leſs than Hours Warn- 
ing, may be commanded away by Death, or ren | 
der d uſeleſs by Sickneſs, or may be: filepced and dri. 
ven into Corners, or ſome way or other laid aſide ass 
| deſpiſed broken Veſſels; and therefore we ſhould be 
John 9.4. quicken'd to work the Work of him that ſent us while it 
5 7s Day, becauſe the Night comes, Peter ſtirs up him- 
| ſelf to ſtir-up others, and by Preaching and Writing 
to be a Remembrancer to the Churches with this 
2 Pet. 1. Conſideration, that he muſt ſhortly put off this Taber- 
13. 14. nacle. If Chriſtians muſt exhort one another, ſurely ' * || 
Heb. 10. then Miniſters muſt exhort them, ſo much the more 
25. as they ſee the Day approaching, the Day of Trouble, 
| the Day of Reſtraint, the Day of Death, and there- 
fore improve the Day of Opportunity. If we find 
Death working in us, it concerns us to be ſo mach the 
more buſie in the Work of Life, and whatever our 
Hand finds to do, let us do it with all our might, twill 
be Time enough to reſt when we come to Heaven, It 3 * 


4% 3 


well becomes us to abide by that Reſolution, 


M.A 14 
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Non propter vitam vivendi perdere cauſas. 
4. If we obtain Mercy of the Lord to be faithful, 
there is hopes that we may obtain Mi further Mercy of 
him, to be uſeful. is true, there are many that faith- 
fully do their Duty, and yet are diſappointed of the 
Succels : they toil all Night and catch nothing; they 
labour in vain, aud ſpend their Strength for nought and 
in vain, and go in the bitterneſs of their Souls becanſe 
of this; but yet, if we do not the Good we wiſh, we 
may hope that through Grace we ſhall be inſtrumental 
to do ſome Service to Chriſt and the Souls of Men, and 
1 the Proſpect of that ſhould quicken us to Diligence: 
1 Our Lord Jeſus was animated to go on in his Work, 
with an Aſſurance that he ſhould ſee his Sced; ſhould 
Wa. 53. ſee of the Travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied, and that 
10. the good Pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in bis | 
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Hands. . 
Let this therefore quicken us, that we know on | 
whoſe Errand we go, and carry a Word that ſhall ; 
4 * | | | 
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dat rem void. St, Paul was quicken'd by this Con- 
„ | fGderation, that he did not run as wicertainly, nor 1 Cor. 9. 
„ -— #gbt ns one that beats the Air; tis good Work we are 26. 
„about, and we are not without Hopes it. may turn to 

1 2 good Account ;, that tho' we are the weakeſt and un- 
Vorthieſt of all our Maſter's Servants, yet we may 
"" by his Grace be inſtrumental to ſave ſome Soul from 
Death, to turn ſome Sinners from Darkneſs to Light, 

and from the Power of Satan unto God, 'we may have 

ſome that may be our Joy and Crown of Rejoicing in 

the Day of the Lord; by a Holy Ambition of ſuch an 
HFHonomr as this, let us be ſpur'd on to the utmoſt Di- 

ligence and Courage in the Service of Chriſt.” The 

more we magniſie our Office, tho we have all the rea- K 1 
ſon in the World to be % m d of our ſelves,” the more n. 11. 
we will think it worth our while to take Pains in“ 


it. . | | 
5. We muſt ſhortly give account of our Miniftry, either 
with Joy or Grief, according as we are or are not diligent 
and faithful in the Miniſtry. O that we were fill'd 
with this, and influenc'd by it, that the Talents put 
into our Hands to trade with for our Maſter's Ho- I. 
nour muſt be reckon'd for; after a long Time it may Mat. 25- 
be, but at the ſer time; and whether upon enquiry, “ 3 
we ſhall be found among the good and faithful Ser- 
vants, or among the wicked and ſJothful Servants, is 
now worth while x@conſider, for it is what our ever- 
laſting Weal or Wo depends upon. | 
| Bleſſed Paul ſtirr'd up himſelf to the utmoſt Care 
and Diligence in his Work with a Holy Fear, leſt 
while he preach'd to others, he himſelf ſhould be a caſt- Cor. 9.1, 
away at laſt; much more reaſon have we to quicken 
our ſelves with ſuch a Confideration. We have 
Souls of our own to ſave, and if we prove falſe to our 
Truſt, and the Souls of Men periſh through our 
Treachery and Neglect, *twill be a righteous Doom 
upon us; Thy Life ſhall go for his Life; thy Soul for 
theirs, Weare Watchmen, and ought to watch for 
Souls, as thoſe that muſt give Account, and know not Heb. x3. 


, 
Ss. 
* 


r n 


| how ſoon; and wo to us if the Blood of Souls come 17. 
0 to be requir d at our Hand. . | 
| Let us therefore be humble and diligent, and faith- =_— 
f ful in our Work, and often calling our ſelves to account, 
; 


whether we are ſo or no, and wherein we find we 
N 2 come 
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+ That Work had need be done carefully, 
Secondly, Let us alſo furniſh our ſelves with ſuch 


1 Portion with the 


wh 
* — 3 —— —ůͤů — —— — 
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and confirm d and we may go on in our Work, not 


2 Cor. 6. with us, and we are workers together with him. Nos 


—— ———ä > — —‚—— 


lob 37, for Correction or for his Land, or for Mercy; and tho 
1 N Led they chat are faithful Hall be 


Þ it ſhall return to us again, 8 | 

1 2. We ſhall find God's Grace . us, if we 
lb be not wanting tu our ſelves in making uſe of it. It was 
. | | _ SS i | 


if it find none to reſt upon, yet we ſhall be no loſers, 


* 
** 
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* * EL. in El . He k TE what Mea- 9 
' fores of ce we and our Work el for, and will 


155 hat : oily Day fo ſhall our ength be, Ir * 


a ning us; all thoſe Things DUR has ap ated « 
us to do for Him. And the mo re humble ye | 
ncy,.. the 


able us to diſcharge it, if we Will but by Faith fetch 
ule of it. The Spirit of Chriſt was ſent to aſſiſt the 


er, that Influence, 


and reſiſt the Spirit, and provoke Him to withdraw; 
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$I 8 EE 


ence. to 70 0 5 ries aud Hard- "VE 
a me FR . Wienern . Fork, FART ade 


iter, 35 Grace 16 2 + for or thee, fe or my NT, 2 KV. 


be ſure to give what'is re vifite ; 1 all our 
Supply | is from bim, but fach'n Supply as is er * RY 5. 


5 If we go about our Work ; in thi en 
ending upon it, and deriving Fee 1 ri, 


bl 


all be enabled to do all Things . C Chrift ftreng th Phil 


have of our own Inſufficien more cons 


we may depend upon His All Fuſficiency. Whatever 
Charge is given us, Grace is promiſed with it to en- 


in that Grace as we have occaſion for it, and make 


Diſciples as Miniſters, to Teach them who were to 
each others, to lead them into all Truth, who wete'to 
be the Guides of the Church, and to bring all Things 
to their remembrance, as they had occaſion for them 
and it is a Comfort to us, that that Preſence and Pow- 
d Operation of the Spirit is to 
abide with the Church and, its faithful Miniſters al- 
ways: If therefore we do not quench, and grieve, 


if we pray to God to give His Holy Spirit to us, at 
he has promis'd to give to them that ask Him, an 

walk in the Spirit, and act in a believing Dependance 

upon Him : He will work all dur Works in us and 

for 155 * . and then Wo we ſhall be able ty 

work for H. 

3. We lere a Maſter, that i our Hearts be Up- 

right with Him, is ready to paſs by and pardon our ma- 

ny Fal; and Defekt. It is a great Encouragement 

to all Chriſtians, and to Miniſters particularly, that 

tho' our Work be great and difficult, and our Stren oth * - 
no Way proportionable to it, yet weare under Grace 5 
and not under the Law. The Rule is tri, and we 

190 aim at Perfeſtion in our ae to it, tho 
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Rom. 7. him, by reaſon of which he could not 
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cannot doo well as we ſhould, yet if with awilling | ' | 


Mind we do as well as we can, we-ſhall be graciouſly. 
accepted through a Mediator; and what is amiſs ſhalt 
be 71 by and pardon d upon our Repentance.. . | 
Let not this comfortable Word be abus d to the in- 
: dulgence of our Sloth and Negligence, but rather let 
| it quicken and encourage us in the Service of ſuch a 
Pfal. 130. God, with whom there therefore is forgrvenefs that he 
may be feared. Bleſſed Paul, the moſt Active, Zea- 
lous Servant that ever our Maſter had, found cauſe 
to complain of a Body of Death he 2 about with 
Ic do the Good that 
he mould; and if that which was his complaint be 
ours, that which was his Comfort may be ours too; 


Rom, 8. That yet there is no Cundemnation to them that are in 


Chrift Teſus + 5 \ 
*Twas a ſtrict Charge which Chriſt gave His Diſ- 
"ciples when he ſent them forth, but we find them de- 
feRive in many Inſtances, in their Faith, in their 
Humility, and in the diligence of their Attendance 

on Him, witneſs their Sleeping in the Garden; yet 
becauſe they truly lov'd and honour'd Him, and be: 
lievd in Him, He not only continu'd them in His Fa- 
mily, but favourably excus'd for their Infirmites, im- 

26. Peg them to the weakneſs of the Fleſh, While he 
knew the Spirit was willing; and prais'd them at part; 


Luke 22. ing for continuing with Him in His Temptations. 


4. We have many encouraging Examples ſet before 


tis of thoſe, who in their Day experienc d the Grace of © N 


God, and His Conſolations bearing them up, and car- 
Tying them on chearfully in their Work. Our Fathers 
bore their Teſtimony to the Goodneſs of God, and 
the Truth of His Promiſe, and the Power of His Spi 
rit : They receiv'd'the ſame Charge that we have 
done, labour'd under the ſame. Infirmities, and ſtrug- 
gled with the ſame Difficulties that we do, and yet 
they were enabled to go on in their Work, to perſe- 
vere to the End, to finiſh well, and to give up their 
Account with Joy; and they on d to the laſt, it was 
by the Grace of God that they were what they were, 
and did what they did: They were no better than 
that Grace mide them. Whenever they told us what 
God did for their Souls, and what He did by 1 
ar * | in. 
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of His 


of our Maſter; He is our beſt Friend; an 
ork, it is its own Wages We have cauſe enough 


to be aſhamed of our ſelves that we have done our 
Work no better; but the Goſpel of Chrift which we Rom. x. 
are intruſted with the Preaching of, we hope we ſhall 16. 
never be aſbam d of. 2 gh . 
IJ. Great will he our Reward in Heaven if we be Faith- 
„ ful. Tho we can merit nothing at the Hand of Chriſt, | | 
but when we have done all, muſt ſay that we are un- Luke 1. 
profitable Servants, much more when we have done ſo 
little, nay, tho' there is ſo much Sin and Folly min 
gled with our beſt Performances as might juſtly cut 
us off from all hope of Acceptance, yet through 
Chriſt and His Merit we are encouraged to look — 3 
that Crown of Glory, which the chief Shepherd when 1 Pet. 5- 
he appears ſhall beſtow upon all the ander Shepherds 4. 
that are faithful to Him. | 3 
"Our Maſter Himſelf had an Eye to the Toy ſet be- 
fore Him; and this enabled Bleſſed Paul to Triumph, 
when he was now ready to be offer d, and the 2 Tim. 4 
Time of his Departure was at Hand; not only that his 6, 7» 8. 
Warfare was accompliſ'd, and his toilſom Courſe fi- . 
iſ} d, but that from thenceforth there was laid up for 
him a Crown of Righteouſneſs ;* and not for him only, 
but for all thoſe that Jove both the firſt and ſecond ap- 
pearmg of Jeſus Chrift, 5 
Your Succeſs in your Miniſtry will add to your 
-omfort; the Souls you win for Chrift will be your 1 Thel. 2. 
Joy and Crown of Rejoycirg in the Day of the Lord,“ 
which ſhould engage you to aim at Succeſs in your 
Work; but tho! you ſhould not be honour d ha 
ns 7, ; mue 
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